
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Concord, New Hampshire 
183rd Annual Meeting 

January 28, 2018 
 

Minutes 
 

The Meeting was convened by the Rector, The Rev. Kate Atkinson, following the 8:00 service to 
open the polls for voting by ballot. 
 
Prior to reopening the Meeting, The Rector recognized Meave Blackman who will soon 
celebrate her 90th birthday. Meave spoke briefly on how much St. Paul’s has meant to her as 
her first true parish instead of just being the priest’s wife. She spoke of the love and support we 
all share with one another and the willingness of the parish to help those in need. 
The Rector then asked all present who have been members of St. Paul’s for 40 years or more to 
stand and be recognized. All were given a gift of a bicentennial mug. 
 
The Meeting was reconvened by the Rector following the Sunday lunch at 12:00. A quorum of 
Voting Members of the Congregation was present. 
 
Opening Hymn: With Heather Maconaghy, Director of Music Ministries, at the keyboard, the 
opening hymn, Be Thou my Vision, was sung. 
 
Opening Prayer: The Rev. Drew Courtright, Curate, offered the opening prayer. 
 
Consideration of the Agenda: Jan Greer-Carney, Sr. Warden, called for any additions to the 
Agenda; none were requested. 
 
Election of Vestry Members, Jr. Warden, Treasurer and Convention Delegate: The Sr. Warden 
announced the results of the election as follows: 
 Vestry Members – three year terms: 
  Jack Griffin, Bill Pribis and Kathy Whitehead 
 Jr. Warden – three year term 
  Tamar Roberts 
 Treasurer – one year term 
  David Cawley 
 Delegate to Convention – three year term 
  Robert Samson 
  Kim Wheeler – alternate delegate 

The Rev. Drew Courtright requested all vestry members and officers, current and newly 
elected, see him after the meeting for pictures. 

 
Musical Performance: A sample of a performance for this year’s Sinfully Sweet event to be held 
in May was offered by the church staff and well received by the audience. 
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Approval of the January 29, 2017, 182nd Annual Meeting Minutes: The Sr. Warden called for 
approval of the minutes; moved by Joanne Gutt and seconded by Casper Kranenburg, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
2017 Financial Report and 2018 Budget: Dott McMenemy, treasurer, explained the final 
accounting for 2017, which ended with a surplus of approximately $22,600. This was due 
primarily to two events: 1) the budgeted Curate position was not filled until August, and 2) the 
successful Capital Campaign permitted the diocesan loan for the new elevator to be paid from 
those funds and not operating funds. 
The 2018 Budget is approximately $40,000 less than 2017. Currently we have received 
approximately $427,000 in pledges from 302 parishioners. 
The Parish investment portfolio, which includes an Operating Reserve Fund, an Endowment 
Fund and a Dr. Shields Fund, had a December 31, 2016 market value of $1,265,139.00 and a 
December 31, 2017 market value of $1,402,435.00. During calendar year 2017 we withdrew the 
$68,375.00 that we had budgeted for operating expenses. Even with that budgeted withdrawal, 
the portfolio grew by 9% for the year. 
Complete details are available in the Annual Report or at request from the church office. 
 
Report on Christian Formation: AshleyJane Boots and Michel LaFond, Ministry Directors. 
Christian Formation centers on prayer, study, discussion and practice. 
Michel thanked the following for their leadership in the past year: Linda Douglas, Deb & Steve 
Baker, Daniel Miess, The Rev. Kate Atkinson, Liz DeNauw, Mary Farrell, Gail Shilling, The Rev. 
Drew Courtright, AshleyJane Boots, The Rev. Michael Spencer, The Rev. Jason Wells, Michael 
Andres, Brother Charles Edward Leclerc, Diane Levesque, Georgia Atkinson, Michael Atkinson, 
Susanne Griffin, Liz Preysner, Lindsay Maccini, John Cabibi, Davis Richmond, The Rev. Cheryl 
Moors, Tamar Roberts and Terry Irwin. 
AshleyJane offered a preview of coming events for 2018 including studying the Prayer of Our 
Country found in the BCP. 
A full report is available in the Annual Report. 
 
Report of Family Promise: Bill Pribis and Anne Knight, Coordinators. 
St. Paul’s Family Promise Ministry works in connection with Family Promise of Greater Concord 
to provide food and shelter to families experiencing homelessness. St. Paul’s is one of thirteen 
faith communities in central New Hampshire who take turns housing families for a week at a 
time. During St. Paul’s week, one group of parishioners (and friends) prepare and serve a home 
cooked meal for our guests each night. Two more parishioners spend the night in the church 
along with the families (in separate accommodations). A third group assists in welcoming the 
families and setting them up in our parish home then helps again when the families depart at 
the end of the week. St. Paul’s served as hosts for four weeks in 2017.  We have had 
approximately 35-45 parishioners involved in this ministry and have seen concrete results as 
families have “graduated” from homelessness to full time employment and homes. The high 
level of personal interaction our team members have with our guests have made this a very 
personal and fulfilling ministry. You see the struggles and frustrations that young families can 
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face at a very experiential level. But you also see that certain things – a parent’s love for their 
children, a parent’s desire to make a better place for their kids, and the simple joy children take 
in spending time with the folks who love them – these exist despite those struggles. Many, 
many thanks were given to all who took part in this ministry in 2017. If anyone is interested in 
joining our team, please contact Coordinators Bill Pribis or Anne Knight through St. Paul’s Parish 
Office. Further information about Family Promise of Greater Concord can be found at 
http://familypromiseofgreaterconcord.org. 
 
Year in (P)review: Jan Greer-Carney, Sr. Warden. 
2017 started with the Bicentennial Celebration on Sunday, 6 January with Bishop Rob presiding 
over our worship service using the liturgy of 1817. No women were involved in the service as 
was the custom at the time. Many wore period dress. It was fun and festive. The service was 
followed by a gala dinner featuring foods eaten in 1817.   
 We had a great Annual Meeting to begin this past church year.   
 We had an incredibly successful capital campaign resulting in pledges of $504,000 for the 
future of our church. In this economy, this is something to celebrate. We have already replaced 
our elevator, providing ease of access for our cherished elders and those unable to navigate the 
stairs. We will be replacing our roof this spring. This will end tragic leaks, emergency repairs and 
will preserve our sacred space. We will be making improvements to our outreach area that will 
enable us to better serve those needing our services. Money raised at the Fall Fair will be used 
to replace the nasty carpet in the upper parish hall.  
 In the summer, we had a concert series. This was the brain-child of Heather, our Music 
Director. She brought in a carillon ringer who played our tower bells; it was fascinating. We 
enjoyed a concert by a group from Boston. We also enjoyed concerts featuring our own rich 
musical talent.   
 Our clergy staff grew as we welcomed our Curate, Drew Courtright. He has been an 
unimaginable gift. We are blessed.  
 Our Back to Church Sunday in September was a great and fun success enjoyed by both young 
and young at heart.  
 Our Bicentennial Open House in December was beyond fabulous. It was planned around the 
reopening of the church after the fire of 1984. The artisans who rebuilt the church came and 
presented their stories. It was more than moving. If you weren’t able to be here, it was 
recorded. Parts of it are on our website. David Lamb, the wood worker, described designing and 
building our beautiful cross. He recalled having to cut a hole in his studio to get the altar out. 
David Nugent, the brass worker, described in great detail how he had designed and constructed 
the brass door-plates. He had intended them to be teaching aids for our children. Susan Pratt 
Smith, the stained glass artist, described her process for building our gorgeous windows and 
her inspirations for each window. Mary McGowan spoke about finding just the right artists for 
this major project. I had no idea what a life changing experience this had been for these young 
artists.   
 We spent the past year looking back over where we came from over the past 200 years. How 
did we get here? On Sunday 7 January, we closed our bicentennial year with a service beginning 
to look forward to our next hundred years. Bishop Rob presided, providing a bookend to our 
Bicentennial year. The service was followed by a gala brunch. It was so much fun. It was a sold 
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out crowd, seating 117 and feeding a dozen of the kitchen crew standing in the kitchen. The 
food was outstanding and fellowship was out of this world. It was a great way to close the 
bicentennial year and a great way to begin the future.  
 At the church I attended on vacation in Colorado, the priest asked the congregation why the 
church was not full in this unsettled and troubled world. We all agreed that it should be 
standing room only. He asked what we, meaning the church, are doing wrong. He asked what 
we thought people thought of when they thought about Christians. He asked why we are afraid 
of evangelism when evangelism comes from the Greek word evangelia which means sharing the 
good news. He spoke to the 24 hour news cycle that seems to emphasize the “bad” and often 
includes “fake” news regardless of where you stand politically.  He challenged us to develop a 
30 second elevator speech describing the “Good News” of what being a Christian is. I challenge 
all of us to develop that 30 second speech.   
We, church people, are all asking the same questions. We are starting from a good base. We 
have hope. We are open minded and welcome chaos into our lives with the knowledge that 
God has our back. Epiphany is light in the world. We are the recipients, the torchbearers of the 
light. We can practice evangelia, sharing the good news. We have a lot of God’s work to do in 
this troubled world. We are the right people for the job! We are entering our next century and 
it is time for us to act. We can be risk takers for the Kingdom, as Brother Charles always says, 
knowing God has our back. 
 
Ten Talents Introduction: Terry Irwin. 
With recognition that the 10 Talents program has become a tradition at St. Paul’s, Terry Irwin 
announced that the Ten Talents program for 2018 would begin the following week and 
continue until early March. He recognized that 10 Talents has provided opportunities for 
Parishioners to utilize their “many outstanding gifts” and to engage in fellowship and 
fundraising for St. Paul’s. He made available for prospective participants envelopes containing 
$10 of “working capital” and a copy of an encouraging parable of Jesus. 
 
Other Business: It was noted there are only a limited number of printed Annual Reports 
available today to save expenses of reproducing the long report. The report is available on the 
church’s website and can also be obtained from the church office. 
 
Rector’s Message: The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
We seem to have a lot of landmark years at St. Paul’s, but 2017 takes the prize! You have 
already read in great detail about our Bicentennial activities which did so much to honor our 
history and celebrate our achievements as a cardinal parish and a beacon of light in the City of 
Concord. I am hugely grateful to our Bicentennial Committee – and to members of all of our 
ministry areas who contributed to the Bicentennial events in so many ways.  
Our year was marked by progress as well. What a remarkable achievement to have reached our 
capital campaign goal in the space of less than eight months! And our building has been 
enhanced enormously by the completion of the new elevator project in February. It is a joy – 
and a great relief! – to know that parishioners and visitors have access to every level of our 
building, no matter what mobility challenges they may face. We look forward to completing the 
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rest of our “Founding the Future” projects in 2018 – replacing our roof before it gives out 
completely, and improving the space and facilities of our outreach ministries.  
We continued to refine our parish leadership structure throughout the year, honoring our 
commitment to finite terms for Ministry Directors, and to regular gatherings for the purpose of 
sharing information, providing support, and brainstorming new ideas.  
The following Ministry Directors completed their terms in 2017, and I am very grateful to them 
for the energy and enthusiasm they gave to the leadership of their ministry areas:  

Jim Barker & Steve Baker – successful Capital Campaign 
Paul Smith, Liturgy and Worship;  
Dave Cawley, Outreach and Mission;  
Kathy Whitehead, Hospitality and New Members;  
Dott McMenemy, Treasurer and Ministry Director for Finance & Administration. 
Jan Greer-Carney & Jerry Tepe – Ministry Directors for Bicentennial 
 j St. Hilaire – Assistant Archivist & Librarian  
Robin Broadbent (Vestry) 
Ray Fournier – Delegate to Diocesan Convention, Founder of St. Paul’s Scrip Program 
Joyce Thorpe – Ministry Coordinator for Chapter Two 
The Rev. Cheryl Moore – Priest Associate 
Maeve Blackman – Happy Birthday! 

Thanks too to the parishioners who have stepped into these positions: 
Edie Perkins is now serving with Tamar Roberts as Co-Directors of Liturgy and Worship;  
Liz DeNauw is now serving with Joanne Gutt as Co-Directors of Outreach and Mission;  
Kathy Bush is now serving with Robin Broadbent as Co-Directors of Hospitality and New 
Members;  
Dave Cawley will take Dott’s place, as the new Treasurer, serving with Theresa Neves as 
Co-Directors of Finance and Administration. 

The Rector also welcomed the newly elected, and returning, Vestry members, officers and 
delegates to convention. 
Also acknowledging the milestone events in the church year, the Rector reviewed the deaths, 
weddings, baptisms, confirmations & receptions and new & returning members. 

13 deceased 
15 Confirmations and receptions 
6 Baptisms 
1 wedding, 1 blessing of a union, and 1 Renewal of Vows after 50 years 
41 new and returning members 

Kate also recognized those who are in the discernment process: 
Shawn LaFrance ordained Deacon in September 

 Drew Courtright ordained Deacon in December 
Mike Andres – Standing Committee to be approved as Candidate for ordination to 
Vocational Diaconate 
Linda Douglas – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Vocational Diaconate (beginning 
training) 

 Greg Baker – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Priesthood 
 Liz Preysner – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Priesthood 

Liz DeNauw – in discernment process for ordination to Priesthood 
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Thanks were also given for the assistance of all the staff and especially to her family, Michael 
and Georgia. 
Finally, the Rector distributed a bookmark with the following challenge: 

Whatever else you do this year, do these things: 
Read the Annual Report (page 21 will make you laugh! 

Attend at least one Christian Formation series. 
Read St. Paul’s Lent Reflections every day during Lent. 

Experience all of our Holy Week worship services. 
Experience all of Holy Week – including Gethsemane Garden & Stations of the Cross 

Learn how to ululate! 
Get involved in a new ministry. 

Vocational Diaconate 
Sign up for a “Chat with Kate.” 

Forgive someone. 
Join a Foyer Group. 

Invite a friend to church – let them discover why St. Paul’s is so important to you. 
 
Closing Prayer: The Rector closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Adjournment: The Meeting was adjourned at 1:18. 
 

Jerry Tepe, Clerk of the Vestry 


