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AGENDA
Opening of Polls for Elections
Sunday Dinner – Ordway Hall
Table Question – Where are you on the Spiritual Continuum?
Call to Order – Rev. Kate Atkinson
Opening Prayer – Rev. Cheryl Moore
Consideration of Agenda – Jan Greer-Carney, Sr. Warden & M.C.
Opening Hymn – Come thou fount of every blessing
Vote on Bylaw Amendment – Jerry Tepe
Election of Vestry members, Treasurer, and Convention Delegates
Approval of January 28, 2018 183rd Annual Meeting Minutes
Curacy Presentation – Rev. Drew Courtright
2018 Financial Report and 2019 Budget – David Cawley, Treasurer
RenewalWorks and St. Paul’s – Linda Douglas
Youth Mentoring – Rev. Drew Courtright and Phil Denoncourt
Ten Talents Introduction – Terry Irwin
Preview of Coming Attraction
Other Business
Rector’s Message and Closing Prayer – Rev. Kate Atkinson
Closing Hymn – Lord, you give the great commission
Adjournment
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2019 SAMPLE BALLOT
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
184th Annual Meeting – January 27th, 2019
Candidates for Vestry
Vote for not more than 4 (four)
___ Barbara Collins

___ Davis Richmond

___ Inge Eddy

___ Lee Waples

___ Ron Eisenhart

___Cindy White

___ Allwynne Fine

___Nancy Wilson

There are (three) 3 year terms, and (one) 1 year unexpired term.
The candidate in fourth place will fill the 1- year term.

Candidates for Executive Committee – 3-year term
___ Dave Cawley, Treasurer

Delegate to Diocesan Convention – 3-year term
Vote for 1 (one)
___ Kim Lessard
___ Kim Wheeler
___ Nancy Wilson
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Concord, New Hampshire
183rd Annual Meeting
January 28, 2018
Minutes
The Meeting was convened by the Rector, The Rev. Kate Atkinson, following the 8:00 service to open
the polls for voting by ballot.
Prior to reopening the Meeting, The Rector recognized Maeve Blackman who will soon celebrate her
90th birthday. Maeve spoke briefly on how much St. Paul’s has meant to her as her first true parish
instead of just being the priest’s wife. She spoke of the love and support we all share with one another
and the willingness of the parish to help those in need.
The Rector then asked all present who have been members of St. Paul’s for 40 years or more to stand
and be recognized. All were given a gift of a bicentennial mug.
The Meeting was reconvened by the Rector following the Sunday lunch at 12:00. A quorum of Voting
Members of the Congregation was present.
Opening Hymn: With Heather Maconaghy, Director of Music Ministries, at the keyboard, the
opening hymn, Be Thou my Vision, was sung.
Opening Prayer: The Rev. Drew Courtright, Curate, offered the opening prayer.
Consideration of the Agenda: Jan Greer-Carney, Sr. Warden, called for any additions to the Agenda; none
were requested.
Election of Vestry Members, Jr. Warden, Treasurer and Convention Delegate: The Sr. Warden
announced the results of the election as follows:
Vestry Members – three year terms:
Jack Griffin, Bill Pribis and Kathy Whitehead
Jr. Warden – three year term
Tamar Roberts
Treasurer – one year term
David Cawley
Delegate to Convention – three year term
Robert Samson
Kim Wheeler – alternate delegate
The Rev. Drew Courtright requested all vestry members and officers, current and newly elected, see him
after the meeting for pictures.
Musical Performance: A sample of a performance for this year’s Sinfully Sweet event to be held in May
was offered by the church staff and well received by the audience.
Approval of the January 29, 2017, 182nd Annual Meeting Minutes: The Sr. Warden called for approval of
the minutes; moved by Joanne Gutt and seconded by Casper Kranenburg, the motion carried
unanimously.
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2017 Financial Report and 2018 Budget: Dott McMenemy, treasurer, explained the final accounting
for 2017, which ended with a surplus of approximately $22,600. This was due primarily to two events:
1) the budgeted Curate position was not filled until August, and 2) the successful Capital Campaign
permitted the diocesan loan for the new elevator to be paid from those funds and not operating
funds.
The 2018 Budget is approximately $40,000 less than 2017. Currently we have received
approximately $427,000 in pledges from 302 parishioners.
The Parish investment portfolio, which includes an Operating Reserve Fund, an Endowment Fund and a
Dr. Shields Fund, had a December 31, 2016 market value of $1,265,139.00 and a December 31, 2017
market value of $1,402,435.00. During calendar year 2017 we withdrew the $68,375.00 that we had
budgeted for operating expenses. Even with that budgeted withdrawal, the portfolio grew by 9% for the
year.
Complete details are available in the Annual Report or at request from the church office.
Report on Christian Formation: AshleyJane Boots and Michel LaFond, Ministry Directors.
Christian Formation centers on prayer, study, discussion and practice.
Michel thanked the following for their leadership in the past year: Linda Douglas, Deb & Steve Baker,
Daniel Miess, The Rev. Kate Atkinson, Liz DeNauw, Mary Farrell, Gail Shilling, The Rev. Drew
Courtright, AshleyJane Boots, The Rev. Michael Spencer, The Rev. Jason Wells, Michael Andres,
Brother Charles Edward Leclerc, Diane Levesque, Georgia Atkinson, Michael Atkinson, Susanne
Griffin, Liz Preysner, Lindsay Maccini, John Cabibi, Davis Richmond, The Rev. Cheryl Moors, Tamar
Roberts and Terry Irwin.
AshleyJane offered a preview of coming events for 2018 including studying the Prayer of Our
Country found in the BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.
A full report is available in the Annual Report.
Report of Family Promise: Bill Pribis and Anne Knight, Coordinators.
St. Paul’s Family Promise Ministry works in connection with Family Promise of Greater Concord to
provide food and shelter to families experiencing homelessness. St. Paul’s is one of thirteen faith
communities in central New Hampshire who take turns housing families for a week at a time. During St.
Paul’s week, one group of parishioners (and friends) prepare and serve a home cooked meal for our
guests each night. Two more parishioners spend the night in the church along with the families (in
separate accommodations). A third group assists in welcoming the families and setting them up in our
parish home then helps again when the families depart at the end of the week. St. Paul’s served as hosts
for four weeks in 2017. We have had approximately 35-45 parishioners involved in this ministry and
have seen concrete results as families have “graduated” from homelessness to full time employment
and homes. The high level of personal interaction our team members have with our guests have made
this a very personal and fulfilling ministry. You see the struggles and frustrations that young families can
face at a very experiential level. But you also see that certain things – a parent’s love for their children, a
parent’s desire to make a better place for their kids, and the simple joy children take in spending time
with the folks who love them – these exist despite those struggles.
Many, many thanks were given to all who took part in this ministry in 2017. If anyone is interested in
joining our team, please contact Coordinators Bill Pribis or Anne Knight through St. Paul’s Parish
Office. Further information about Family Promise of Greater Concord can be found at
http://familypromiseofgreaterconcord.org.
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Year in (P)review: Jan Greer-Carney, Sr. Warden.
2017 started with the Bicentennial Celebration on Sunday, 6 January with Bishop Rob presiding over
our worship service using the liturgy of 1817. No women were involved in the service as was the
custom at the time. Many wore period dress. It was fun and festive. The service was followed by a
gala dinner featuring foods eaten in 1817.
We had a great Annual Meeting to begin this past church year.
We had an incredibly successful capital campaign resulting in pledges of $504,000 for the future of our
church. In this economy, this is something to celebrate. We have already replaced our elevator,
providing ease of access for our cherished elders and those unable to navigate the stairs. We will be
replacing our roof this spring. This will end tragic leaks, emergency repairs and will preserve our sacred
space. We will be making improvements to our outreach area that will enable us to better serve those
needing our services. Money raised at the Fall Fair will be used to replace the nasty carpet in the upper
parish hall.
In the summer, we had a concert series. This was the brain-child of Heather, our Director of Music
Ministries. She brought in a carillon ringer who played our tower bells; it was fascinating. We enjoyed a
concert by a group from Boston. We also enjoyed concerts featuring our own rich musical talent.
Our clergy staff grew as we welcomed our Curate, Drew Courtright. He has been an unimaginable gift.
We are blessed.
Our Back to Church Sunday in September was a great and fun success enjoyed by both young and young
at heart.
Our Bicentennial Open House in December was beyond fabulous. It was planned around the reopening
of the church after the fire of 1984. The artisans who rebuilt the church came and presented their
stories. It was more than moving. If you weren’t able to be here, it was recorded. Parts of it are on our
website. David Lamb, the wood worker, described designing and building our beautiful cross. He recalled
having to cut a hole in his studio to get the altar out.
David Nugent, the brass worker, described in great detail how he had designed and constructed the
brass door-plates. He had intended them to be teaching aids for our children. Susan Pratt Smith, the
stained glass artist, described her process for building our gorgeous windows and her inspirations for
each window. Mary McGowan spoke about finding just the right artists for this major project. I had no
idea what a life changing experience this had been for these young artists.
We spent the past year looking back over where we came from over the past 200 years. How did we
get here? On Sunday 7 January, we closed our bicentennial year with a service beginning to look
forward to our next hundred years. Bishop Rob presided, providing a bookend to our Bicentennial
year. The service was followed by a gala brunch. It was so much fun. It was a sold-out crowd, seating
117 and feeding a dozen of the kitchen crew standing in the kitchen. The food was outstanding and
fellowship was out of this world. It was a great way to close the bicentennial year and a great way to
begin the future.
At the church I attended on vacation in Colorado, the priest asked the congregation why the
church was not full in this unsettled and troubled world. We all agreed that it should be standing
room only. He asked what we, meaning the church, are doing wrong. He asked what we thought
people thought of when they thought about Christians. He asked why we are afraid of evangelism
when evangelism comes from the Greek word evangelia which means sharing the good news. He
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spoke to the 24 hour news cycle that seems to emphasize the “bad” and often includes “fake”
news regardless of where you stand politically. He challenged us to develop a 30 second elevator
speech describing the “Good News” of what being a Christian is. I challenge all of us to develop
that 30 second speech. We, church people, are all asking the same questions. We are starting from
a good base. We have hope. We are open minded and welcome chaos into our lives with the
knowledge that God has our back. Epiphany is light in the world. We are the recipients, the
torchbearers of the light. We can practice evangelia, sharing the good news. We have a lot of
God’s work to do in this troubled world. We are the right people for the job! We are entering our
next century and it is time for us to act. We can be risk takers for the Kingdom, as Brother Charles
always says, knowing God has our back.
Ten Talents Introduction: Terry Irwin.
With recognition that the 10 Talents program has become a tradition at St. Paul’s, Terry Irwin
announced that the Ten Talents program for 2018 would begin the following week and continue
until early March. He recognized that 10 Talents has provided opportunities for Parishioners to
utilize their “many outstanding gifts” and to engage in fellowship and fundraising for St. Paul’s. He
made available for prospective participants envelopes containing $10 of “working capital” and a copy
of an encouraging parable of Jesus.
Other Business: It was noted there are only a limited number of printed Annual Reports available today
to save expenses of reproducing the long report. The report is available on the church’s website and can
also be obtained from the church office.
Rector’s Message: The Rev. Kate Atkinson
We seem to have a lot of landmark years at St. Paul’s, but 2017 takes the prize! You have already read in
great detail about our Bicentennial activities which did so much to honor our history and celebrate our
achievements as a cardinal parish and a beacon of light in the City of Concord. I am hugely grateful to
our Bicentennial Committee – and to members of all of our ministry areas who contributed to the
Bicentennial events in so many ways.
Our year was marked by progress as well. What a remarkable achievement to have reached our capital
campaign goal in the space of less than eight months! And our building has been enhanced enormously
by the completion of the new elevator project in February. It is a joy – and a great relief! – to know that
parishioners and visitors have access to every level of our building, no matter what mobility challenges
they may face. We look forward to furthering our “Founding the Future” projects in 2018 – replacing our
roof before it gives out completely, and improving the space and facilities of our outreach ministries.
We continued to refine our parish leadership structure throughout the year, honoring our commitment
to finite terms for Ministry Directors, and to regular gatherings for the purpose of sharing information,
providing support, and brainstorming new ideas.
The following Ministry Directors completed their terms in 2017, and I am very grateful to them for the
energy and enthusiasm they gave to the leadership of their ministry areas:
 Jim Barker & Steve Baker – successful Capital Campaign
 Paul Smith, Liturgy and Worship;
 Dave Cawley, Outreach and Mission;
 Kathy Whitehead, Hospitality and New Members;
 Dott McMenemy, Treasurer and Ministry Director for Finance & Administration.
 Jan Greer-Carney & Jerry Tepe – Ministry Directors for Bicentennial
 j St. Hilaire – Assistant Archivist & Librarian
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Robin Broadbent, Vestry
Ray Fournier – Delegate to Diocesan Convention, Founder of St. Paul’s Scrip Program
Joyce Thorpe – Ministry Coordinator for Chapter Two
The Rev. Cheryl Moore – Priest Associate
And a special 90th Birthday gift to Maeve Blackman – Happy Birthday!

Thanks too to the parishioners who have stepped into these positions;
 Edie Perkins is now serving with Tamar Roberts as Co-Directors of Liturgy and Worship;
 Liz DeNauw is now serving with Joanne Gutt as Co-Directors of Outreach and Mission;
 Kathy Bush is now serving with Robin Broadbent as Co-Directors of Hospitality and New
Members;
 Dave Cawley will take Dott’s place, as the new Treasurer, serving with Theresa Neves as CoDirectors of Finance and Administration.
 The Rector also welcomed the newly elected, and returning, Vestry members, officers and
delegates to convention.
Also acknowledging the milestone events in the church year, the Rector reviewed the deaths
(13), weddings (1 wedding, 1 blessing of a union, and 1 Renewal of Vows after 50 years),
baptisms (6), confirmations & receptions (15) and new & returning members (41).
Kate also recognized those who are in the discernment process:
 Shawn LaFrance ordained Deacon in September
 Drew Courtright ordained Deacon in December
 Mike Andres – to be approved by Standing Committee as Candidate for ordination to Vocational
Diaconate
 Linda Douglas – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Vocational Diaconate (beginning
training)
 Greg Baker – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Priesthood
 Liz Preysner – accepted as Postulant for ordination to Priesthood
 Liz DeNauw – in discernment process for ordination to Priesthood
Thanks were also given for the assistance of all the staff and especially to her family, Michael and Georgia.
Finally, the Rector distributed a bookmark with the following challenge:
Whatever else you do this year, do these things:
Read the Annual Report (page 21 will make you laugh!)
Attend at least one Christian Formation series.
Read St. Paul’s Lent Reflections every day during Lent.
Experience all of our Holy Week worship services.
Learn how to ululate!
Get involved in a new ministry.
Sign up for a “Chat with Kate.”
Forgive someone.
Join a Foyer Group.
Invite a friend to church – let them discover why St. Paul’s is so important to you.
Closing Prayer: The Rector closed the meeting with prayer.
Adjournment: The Meeting was adjourned at 1:18.
Jerry Tepe, Clerk of the Vestry
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Senior Warden’s Report
Greetings Episcopalian Friends.
This past year began with the culmination of our bicentennial year of celebration. Thank you for the
privilege to serve our parish during this special time.
At this annual meeting, we are electing new Vestry members to replace those who are going off the
Vestry after years of service. Serving on the Vestry is a privilege and a responsibility. Vestry members
have the opportunity to deepen their faith through Christian service to our parish and beyond. One of
the responsibilities the Vestry has is keeping our parishioners safe during our services. This started as
the VOD, Vestry on Duty. The VOD doesn’t attend the service; they monitor the church during the
service. They make sure kiddos are safe going to the bathroom during the services. They help our guests
who come in for shelter from the cold or for a donut and coffee. This is a big responsibility that needed
to be shared. This job has been expanded to POD, Parishioner on Duty. PODs must go through training
and be “Safe Church” trained in order to serve in this capacity. It is a huge responsibility to keep our
parishioners safe during services.
Our Capital Campaign was a great success. We have been able to install a new elevator, making it
possible for all our parishioners to navigate our multi-story building. It is good for us to be handicapped
accessible. We have also been able to replace our terrible leaking roof, preserving our organ and our
building. We look forward to upgrading our outreach space as the campaign fruits are realized.
Our building serves many. We house a food pantry and a nearly new clothing shop. We are the home for
a scouting troop and several AA groups. We are a Family Promise site. When there is a community need,
we respond. In fact, we go beyond our community to a parish in Chantilly Jamaica where we are part of
a mission involving medical care to some of God’s people. Additionally, we provide early childhood
education that has resulted in more Chantilly children being eligible for high school. We have a
scholarship program to provide high school to deserving Chantilly children.
Recently, we have embarked upon a Christian Formation called Renewal Works. We are all on the
continuum of faith and growth. We have already experienced a scripture challenge, reading the Gospel
of Luke as a parish. There is so much more to come. I invite you to become a part of the movement!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. I will continue to do my best.
Jan Greer-Carney, Senior Warden

Christian Formation
Ministry Directors: AshleyJane Boots and Mike LaFond
(2019 Ministry Directors: AshleyJane Boots and Linda Douglas)
Formation Team Members
Many thanks to Mike LaFond for his two years of service as co-director of Christian Formation. His
enthusiasm and dedication have been a vital part of our ministry and he will be missed. Welcome to
Linda Douglas, who has joined AshleyJane as co-director. Linda has been contributing to Christian
Formation for years as a participant and facilitator.
Christian Formation in 2019
As we move into 2019, the Christian Formation ministry is finding that St. Paul’s involvement in Renewal
Works (a nation-wide program focused on improving the spiritual growth of a congregation) has both
narrowed the focus of, as well as (surprise, surprise) renewed Christian Formation.
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One of our co-directors was fortunate enough to attend a Discipleship Matters conference in Charlotte,
North Carolina this past fall that focused on ensuring that the motivation behind both personal and
parish formation is becoming a disciple in word and deed of Christ. Attending church on Sundays is great
(please don’t stop!) but how can each of us learn to more truly follow Jesus?
Our parish-wide Renewal Works survey showed that parishioners find they are best served by worship
and formation that focuses on scripture and how it relates to their daily lives as well as specific practices
that encourage spiritual growth (prayer, Book of Common Prayer, Eucharist, etc.) and the Christian
Formation ministry is happy to oblige!
The first quarter of 2019 will kick off with:
 Epiphany Scripture Challenge: Reading Paul’s Letter to the Romans with Forward Movement’s
Good Book Club;
 Sunday morning series: “The Proclamation of God’s Grace: Discussing Paul’s Letter to the
Romans” - Sundays, February 17th and 24th in the Conference Room at 9:00 am, facilitated by
Linda Douglas;
 Lenten Wednesday evening series with Grace Church: “Practicing Our Faith: A Five Week Lenten
Series on Improving Your Spiritual Growth” - Wednesday evenings (3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10)
during Lent hosted at St. Paul’s, beginning with a potluck soup dinner at 5:30 pm;
 Lenten Sunday morning series with Rev. Drew: “Hearing the Gospel of John”- Sundays (3/10,
3/17, 3/24, 3/31, 4/7) in the Chapel.
 Lenten Quiet Day with Rev. Kate: “Because of This I Rejoice” - Saturday, March 30, at St. Paul’s.
On Trend as Well as Organic Offerings
St. Paul’s Christian Formation ministry has been proud to present a number of series over the past year
with curriculums from the greater Episcopal Church (SSJE’s “Finding Jesus in the Gospel of John; a
sermon, discussion and Advent series based around Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s “Way of Love”; as
well as three EfM groups based out of the Becken Center for Theology at Sewanee University).
At the same time, we take great pride in the formation series which have sprung up organically at St.
Paul’s (Dwelling in God’s Love: An Introduction to Christian Mysticism; a six week Bible Study focused on
the Beatitudes; “A History of Christianity” video series; our Just Reads book study on talking faithfully
about racism; Holy Week glossary; a Lenten series to unpack the Book of Common Prayer’s “A Prayer for
Our Country; our ongoing Spirituality Discussion group and child and youth activities tailored to meet the
preferences and schedule constraints of busy families).
Please see below for a summary of our offerings in 2018. Following each of the series’ descriptions are
the names of the groups facilitator(s). Please note the many dedicated lay leaders who serve as
facilitators alongside our clergy!
Summary of 2018 Christian Formation Offerings
Sunday School
In 2017-2018, our new Sunday School program went from "birthing" to "growing" and is now headed
toward "thriving." Our weekly average of children has risen by two (6.6 to 8.7) and our number of
regular teachers has risen by three (from five to eight). The curriculum continues to engage the children
and is at the right preparation/commitment level for our teachers. A healthy Sunday School program is
vital in supporting and engaging families with young children, many of whom have found a home at St.
Paul's Church, in part, because of this ministry. Many thanks to Diane Levesque for overseeing and
scheduling the program, to Rev. Kate, Alex Atkinson, Amanda Henes, Molly McCrum, and Alyza Morris
for teaching, and to the 33 children who are registered and have attended at least once this year.
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Alongside Sunday School is also the annual Christmas Pageant which was a great success again this year
with 25+ children and youth being involved. Many thanks to Alyza Morris for overseeing the pageant
and the many adults who helped out as well!
Rev. Drew Courtright
Youth Group
After an enjoyable but ultimately unsustainable season of "Wednesday Night Pizza and Lectio" in the Fall
of 2017, the Youth Group moved to a monthly gathering for the first half of 2018. Those monthly
gatherings were well-attended and included a screening of the film "Narnia," volunteering at
SouperFest, an outing to Boutwell's Bowling (when the Fisher Cats game was snowed out), and a round
of disc golf on a beautiful May afternoon.
Youth also went on two retreats during 2018--four went to the Good Friday Overnight at Trinity, Copley
Square hosted by the Diocese of Mass, and eight went to the 5th Annual Youth@Convention Overnight
Retreat held at Christ Church Exeter. Both were wonderful and meaningful experiences of God with
youth of the wider Church.
During the Fall of 2018, Youth Group combined with this year's Confirmation Class and has been
gathering once a month before Ageless Worship to go over The Way of Love as it connects to the
Catechism found in the Book of Common Prayer. We have averaged six youth per gathering and they are
very engaged in the material and how it connects with their own growing faith. We anticipate
confirming five youth this Pentecost.
Rev. Drew Courtright
Baptisms
We have been thrilled to welcome four infants and one adult into the household of faith through Holy
Baptism during 2018. Baptism preparations led by Kate and Drew have helped families feel more
connected to and supported by the Church. Two more are planned for 2019, as well as at least one Rite
of Reception for an adult.
Rev. Drew Courtright
Education for Ministry
For anyone not familiar yet with it, Education for Ministry (EfM) is a four year program created by the
Becken Center for Theology at Sewanee University. Over four years (one only needs to commit to one
year at a time though!), group members study the Old Testament, the New Testament, church history
and theology. Groups discuss readings in a casual one-room schoolhouse type format and there are no
tests or papers. St. Paul’s currently had three groups in 2018: a Sunday evening group, a Thursday
evening group, and a Friday morning group, totaling 21 participants and 4 graduates in June.
Mentors: Tamar Roberts, Michael Atkinson, Mary Farrell,
Rev. Drew Courtright, AshleyJane Boots,
Jerry Tepe (2018 Diocesan Coordinator)
Spirituality Discussion Group
The Spirituality Discussion Group met eight times in 2018. Each meeting was attended by approximately
ten parishioners between the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services in the conference room nearest the
chapel. Each week we discussed two essays from the book "Called to Community: The Life Jesus Wants
for His People.” The conversations are inclusive and powerful, with everyone participating. We are
always eager to welcome newcomers to this discussion. Please contact the office or speak with Steve
Baker to join the email distribution list if you are interested in participating.
Steve Baker
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Just Reads
From April to September of 2018 the Just Reads book study group met to read and discuss Anxious to
Talk About It - Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully about Racism. The group also had a story telling
session with Sandy Milien from the Episcopal Youth Corp. The group also talked about current events as
they pertained to the topic of injustice and racism. We are hoping to have another book study
sometime this coming year.
Linda Douglas
Trinity Institute 2018: Values in Action
This 2018 conference featured leading activists, theologians, authors, and experts who spoke on how to
integrate core values into strategic and effective action, including the Most Rev. Michael Curry,
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church; Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness; Pádraig Ó Tuama, poet, theologian, and mediator; Jose
Antonio Vargas, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, filmmaker, and undocumented immigrant; and more.
St. Paul’s was a host site, offering live-stream video and facilitated group discussions.
Linda Douglas, AshleyJane Boots
Wednesday Evening Lenten Series: “The Whole People of God”
This Wednesday Evening series was hosted by Grace Episcopal Church in East Concord and facilitated by
Rev. Celeste Hemingson and Rev. Kate Atkinson. Based around the Book of Common Prayer’s “A Prayer
for Our Country” (BCP p. 820) we unpacked the prayer over five weeks through discussion and group
activities. A potluck soup dinner was enjoyed each week. We thank Grace Church for their hospitality.
Sunday Morning Lenten Series “Finding Jesus in the Gospel of John”
Based around the SSJE reflection journal, “Finding Jesus in the Gospel of John” this discussion group met
Sunday mornings to discuss their journey through the Gospel of John and participants were invited to
draw close to the God revealed in and through Jesus by meditating on the words of a daily verse from
John.
AshleyJane Boots, Rev. Drew Courtright, Linda Douglas, Deb Baker,
Liz Preysner, Liz DeNauw
Holy Week Glossary
Christian Formation once again published our “Holy Week Glossary” to help parishioners and guests
review the theology behind each of the Holy Week services. This year the glossary was included in the
parish-wide Easter mailing.
Blessed Are You Six Week Bible Study
Held on Sundays at 11:30 am this spring, this Bible study was centered around an inspiring Kerygma
curriculum examining the Beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and exploring the contemporary
implications of these powerful words. Lunch was shared each week.
Liz Preysner
“The History of Christianity: The First 3,000 Years” Video Series
The video series on the History of Christianity, by Diarmaid MacCulloch, was shown in the spring, and
very well attended. This was a fascinating and beautifully presented production based on the book,
which was part of the EfM (Education for Ministry) curriculum. The series was shown again in the Fall. A
light potluck meal was enjoyed.
Michael Atkinson
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Dwelling in God’s Love: An Introduction to Christian Mysticism
This Wednesday evening summer series approached Christian Mysticism using a variety of texts
including chapters on “Encountering Christ” and “Living the Trinity” from The Essential Writings of
Christian Mysticism by Bernard McGinn. A light potluck meal was enjoyed each week.
Liz Preysner
Living the Way of Love: A Sermon & Discussion Series
This summer at General Convention, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry introduced The Way of Love, a rule
of life focused on the loving, liberating, and life-giving power of The Jesus Movement. In the fall St.
Paul's delved deeper into these practices with a seven-week sermon series and Sunday morning
discussion group.
Rev. Kate Atkinson, Rev. Drew Courtright
Advent Series: Journeying the Way of Love with the Gospel of Luke
This discussion series met in the Chapel Sunday mornings during Advent where participants worked
their way through the Gospel of Luke's infancy narrative and discussed a calendar of practical prompts
encouraging them to apply The Way of Love to our daily lives during Advent.
Linda Douglas, Deb Baker, John Cabibi, Mary Farrell
RenewalWorks
In 2018, St. Paul’s Vestry unanimously agreed to undertake a Spiritual Life assessment, using the
Episcopal Spiritual Life Inventory (ESLI), to more deeply understand the spiritual health and vitality of
our congregation. We started the campaign to have members respond to the assessment on Back to
Church Sunday in early September. Thanks to the efforts of clergy (special thanks to Drew for begging
on bended knee) we had a successful response rate of 69% of our average Sunday attendance. This is
remarkable as the average across churches has been a rate of approximately 40%. This inventory
provides a detailed St Paul’s snapshot, intended as the fact base for a new strategic planning initiative.
A team of St. Paul’s members including clergy, wardens, and parishioners of all ages and length of
attendance met for 4 workshops in October and November of 2018 and January of 2019 to discuss the
compiled and interpreted findings we received from RenewalWorks. The findings included but were not
limited to: People are focused on ‘doing’ (outreach/activities) more than on spiritual practices; and say
they want to be challenged but seem unsure what that actually looks like. Congregants are also asking
for more direction regarding personal spiritual practices and a greater understanding of Scripture.
A report is being prepared and will be presented at the Vestry Retreat in February. The Vestry will then
use the findings to plan future formation and outreach activities.
Linda Douglas

Finance and Administration
Ministry Directors: Dave Cawley and Theresa Neves
Administrator’s Report
As I write this I reflect that another year has gone by during which we have had so many opportunities
to experience community within the walls of St. Paul’s. Our building continues to be busy and full, on
Saturdays and Sundays for services and church groups, and during the week for the many outside groups
we host: five AA groups, one each day of the week; a Boy Scout troop; a Cub Scout troop; a Venture
Crew; DBSA (Depression, Bipolar Support group); VNA Grief Support group; many Legislative meetings
and luncheons; a men’s lunch group; the Interfaith Clergy lunch; as well as all the regular St. Paul’s
meetings that fill the building on weekdays and weeknights.
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I have been working with our new Treasurer, Dave Cawley, and a very dedicated Finance Group, for a
better understanding of our overall financial picture. Changes are being made to better record and
report all giving to St. Paul’s. We now have separate bank accounts to better manage the restricted
account gifts, keeping them separated from the operating funds. We are also in the process of drafting a
new policy for “other gifts” given to St. Paul’s, gifts given beyond pledges.
This year there have been several improvements to the building, including the replacement of the roof,
the replacement of the Upper Parish Hall floor, the removal of the rug in the sacristy in preparation for a
new floor, and repairs to the brick retaining wall in the parking lot damaged by the roofers. Details of all
improvements and repairs can be found in the report from Building and Grounds. There are several
more projects planned for 2019, the first one being done now is the replacement of the carpet in the
office area at the Centre St. entrance. This will be completed just in time for the Annual Meeting!
I would like to give a huge thank you to the dedicated staff and volunteers in the office. They are what
aptly and lovingly keep St. Paul’s going forward. From helping a Food Pantry client repair and then
change their flat tire, to preparing for the meaningful celebration at our worship services, the staff is
truly a gift to all of us.
As I start my 17th year as your Administrator, I thank you for letting me be a part of this wonderful place.
I enjoy coming to work every day to a place that is welcoming, giving, and so dedicated to those in need
in the community. The work done at St. Paul’s is a gift to God, a true example of what He asks us to do.
Kristin Dunklee
Communications and Public Relations
2018 saw the launch of St. Paul’s redesigned website (www.stpaulsconcord.org). The new site features a
reader-friendly and photo-friendly design. It includes such helpful links as Vestry minutes, sermon texts,
and a password-protected Parishioner Directory. The new site is hosted on Wordpress and maintained by
parish staff, which is significantly less expensive than the outside contractor formerly used. In 2018, the
website had a total of 21,576 views and 5,365 unique visitors (meaning 5,365 people looked at the
website a total of 21,576 times.)
St. Paul’s Facebook account has continued to grow and has reached 341 followers. St. Paul’s also
launched an Instagram account which currently has 144 followers. We find that Instagram reaches a
younger audience than Facebook. 55% of our Instagram followers are under age 44, whereas only 26%
of our Facebook followers are under age 44.
St. Paul’s is no longer placing a paid ad in the Concord Monitor on a weekly basis. Instead, Monitor ads
are placed only for special events such as Holy Week, Christmas, the Harvest Fair, etc. Ads on social
media (“boosted posts ”) are significantly less expensive than print ads ($14 vs. $400) and reach a
greater audience. For example, a boosted post advertising Invitation Sunday in September on Instagram
reached 2,022 people (97% who weren’t already followers of SPC, and 86% who were under age 34) for
$14 and the Facebook version of the post reached 980 people, also for $14.
Special church events are also posted on free announcement services such as Concord Patch and
Monitor Town Crier, as well as placed on the digital calendars of NHPR, Concord Monitor, Insider, etc.
Public Relations includes so much of what St. Paul’s ministries do on a daily basis. To list just a few of the
many ways St. Paul’s has been visible in the community:
 Sinfully Sweet Variety Show at Havenwood Retirement Community
 Lawn Signs
 Concerts such as the London Temple Boys Choir
 Life After Loss Adult Grief Groups
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CROP Walk participation
Rev. Kate Atkinson serving as Chaplain to the House of Representatives at the State House
Heritage Tours, including at Market Days
Blessing of the Animals on the State House lawn
“Ashes to Go” downtown on Ash Wednesday
…and so many, many more!

The Communications Coordinator would have nothing worthwhile to promote if it weren’t for the
wonderful work being done by St. Paul’s various ministries, inside and outside the church. Thank you all
for providing the office with such genuine and inspirational “content.” Your work is a joy to promote.
AshleyJane Boots, Communications Coordinator
Diocesan Convention
The 216th Convention of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire was held at Christ Church, Exeter, on
Saturday, November 3, 2018. Delegates from St. Paul’s were Rev. Kate, Rev. Drew, Brother Charles
Edward, Liz Preysner, Ginnie Schartner, Bob Samson, Linda Douglas, Alex Atkinson, Kim Wheeler, and
Jim Milliken. Congratulations to our Rector for her election to the Bishop’s Standing Committee!
The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld’s convention address set the tone for the Convention:
“At this Convention, we will focus on three elements of our life together-- three aspects that give shape
and structure to how we become more and more the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement here in
New Hampshire. The three foci are these: Renewing the Faithful; Revitalizing the Church; Reconciling
the World. They could be seen as three posts of a trellis that allow us to better tend the vital and vibrant
Vine of Christ’s love and presence in this Church and in the world…”
For the entire address I urge you to go to https://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention/. It was spectacular.
Full resolutions considered and passed can be seen at https://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention/:
RESOLUTION #1-The Budget
The 2019 Proposed Budget was compiled from several sources, including requests for funding from
Committees and Commissions. Prior to Convention, the budget was discussed with each of the
Convocations at meetings held in September and October 2018. Significant highlights, along with the
2019 Proposed Budget are available online.
RESOLUTION #2 – RENEWING OUR FAITH
This resolution intends to commit the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire to joining with the Presiding
Bishop and the Episcopal Church in calling each member to “explore the way of love” and renew our
commitment to discipleship in Christ. It recommits the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire to inspiring
each member to live a Jesus-Centered life and to providing opportunities for all to “turn, learn, pray,
worship, bless, go, and rest” as a rule of life. And it commits to three main areas of common work –
Renewing the Faithful, Revitalizing the Church and Reconciling the World – the work of renewing the
faith of the church will be of the utmost importance and will inspire our revitalization and reconciliation
efforts in the year to come and beyond. We commit to providing access to diverse programs of study
and spiritual practice for individuals, congregations and the diocese through our website, conferences
and retreats, communications, and networks of common interest and practice.
RESOLUTION #3 – EMBRACING THE CURRENT CALL FOR MENTORING
This resolution encourages parishes to embrace the mentoring of our youth as we continue to support
our diocesan priority of closing the achievement gap found throughout our communities and state.
Every parish is invited to embrace the call of youth mentoring, by partnering with a mentoring
organization - such as Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire, The Circle Program (Plymouth-area),
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The Friends Youth Mentoring Program (Merrimack County), or an another existing organization - for
adult parishioners to engage in the life affirming mission of mentorship and make a match with an area
youth in need of a guiding hand. (Note: You can read about St. Paul’s Youth Mentoring ministry in the
Outreach and Mission section of this report, pg. 29)
Jim Milliken
Archives
The recognition of the Record Group designations and thus the documents has been completed, which
includes a revised Directory. Work continues on the organization of the notebooks containing Vestry
Minutes; however there are a few years missing. There remains the cataloging of outdated Books of
Common Prayer, bound copies of the Kalendar, a weekly publication that existed for many years, and
many other items.
I am most grateful for the assistance of Katy Kramer in completing the reorganization of the Record
Groups. She continues with various tasks in the continuing work in the Archives.
Marjorie L. Hascall, Parish Archivist
Building and Grounds
This dedicated group of people meets four times a year, or more often if the need arises, to review
needed repairs and upkeep of our church building and grounds. Having an aging building means there
are always projects and repairs needed.
In 2018, the following projects were completed:







Upper Parish Hall carpet was replaced with vinyl plank flooring
Chapter Two got a new coat of paint (thank you to a volunteer for doing this!)
another section of brick on the outside of the building was repointed
the sign at the Park St. entrance to the church was repaired and repainted
many projects in the garden were completed (see the Garden report for details)
the parking lot was swept and stripped

Projects expected to be completed in 2019:
 carpet in the office entrance area will be replaced in late January
 the drain in the parking lot will be repaired
 a new banner will be installed on Centre St. to replace the one that was destroyed
 lights will be replaced in the sanctuary, with further discussion with a lighting specialist as to
what we can do to replace the old lights that no longer work
 the completion of the replacement of the sacristy floor, a project started in 2018
 updating or replacement of the signs on the building on Centre St.
 continuing on with Capital Campaign projects
Wishes for 2019:
 replacement of the rugs in the ramp area into Ordway Hall, and the rugs in the choir room
 painting and repair of walls in the sanctuary and chapel
We are looking for a new Chair for this committee. We are very grateful for the able leadership of this
group by Gene Blake, who has been chair of this group for many years. Thank you, Gene, from all of us!
Kristin Dunklee
Memorial Garden
The Garden Committee, also known as the "Lay Weeders", had a very busy and productive year. As in
previous years, the bulbs from the daffodils that graced the altar at our Easter Services, were saved,
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dried, and replanted in our memorial garden for this upcoming spring. In early June, over 500 flowering
annuals were planted to beautify the gardens for everyone to enjoy.
A week later, we held our 4th Annual Plant Sale. This year's plants came from the divided perennials
from our Memorial Gardens, along with donated perennials from the gardens of our "Lay Weeders" and
some parishioners. In addition to the perennials and new to this year’s plant sale, we had 15 flowering
hanging baskets which were sold. This year’s sale netted us $1,100, all of which was put back into
maintaining the memorial gardens.
During the year, we undertook a significant maintenance task to trim all the trees on our property. By
doing this, it will improve the overall health and shape of our trees and to make them more visually
attractive. We were able to accomplish this without burdening the Church expenses, through the
overwhelming support of our Plant Sale, along with a Chapter Two disbursement, and several personal
donations that were directed to this task.
The garden season ended with our fall clean-up where fellow parishioners joined together to clean up
and prepare our gardens for winter. Additionally, nearly 400 spring flowering bulbs were planted this
fall that will bring our gardens to life after a long winter's nap.
Duncan and Sandy MacIntyre
"Greening" St. Paul's
The Greening of St Paul's group met 1/15/2019 to explore ways we can improve, as a parish, becoming
more environmentally responsive as good stewards of God's creation.
Currently, we are exploring replacing the lighting in the sanctuary with more efficient LED lighting. Much
of the lighting was installed in the 80's, and is at the end of its usable life. We explored solar panels a
number of years ago and it was cost prohibitive. With more efficient and less costly solar panels
currently available, we have decided to look at this option once again. We will be looking at grants as a
way to fund many of the projects. We are also looking into ways to cut down on our use of paper.
If anyone has any ideas or would like to join us in brainstorming at making St Paul's greener, please feel
free to reach out to Reverend Kate, Kristin Dunklee or me.
Bob Samson
Parish Calendar
The parish calendar, which is located on the bulletin board outside of the office, is where all meetings
and functions that are happening in the building are recorded. Many days and nights the building is full.
Because we have so many activities taking place, we ask that, before scheduling any activity, you check
with Kristin or me, in the parish office, to be sure there is space available.
Andy Brundrett
Safe Church Training
Safe Church training is required by the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire for all who work with
children and youth, Family Promise volunteers, all church employees, the Senior and Junior Wardens, all
clergy and all who work in positions with a counseling aspect such as Education for Ministry (EfM)
mentors, lay visitors, and lay Eucharistic Visitors. It is also recommended that all Vestry members
complete the training.
The Safe Church program helps us all work and worship together in a safe and healthy environment. Safe
Church training addresses such issues as sexual harassment, sexual exploitation and abuse, appropriate
use and monitoring of social media, and elder abuse and neglect. The Diocese is currently revising the
Safe Church program. We will have trainings scheduled as soon as the new changes are in place.
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The current Diocesan Safe Church policy is posted on the bulletin boards outside the church mailroom
and in the Sunday school hallway. For questions about the training, or to register, please contact me.
Kristin Dunklee
Finance
This past year the Finance Committee continued to monitor the financial operations of the church which
include the following:
○ ongoing oversight of the budget and day to day financial operations,
○ development of the 2019 budget,
○ oversight of the investment portfolio.
As required whenever a church Treasurer resigns, a review of St. Paul’s financial systems was conducted
in 2018, by the Diocese, with no adverse findings. During 2018 the parish also moved its banking
relationship and began paying the majority of its invoices electronically.
A sincere thanks is due the Finance Committee—Steve Baker, Jim Milliken, David Preece and Tamar
Roberts—as well as the Parish Administrator, Kristin Dunklee—for their efforts to insure the financial
well being of the parish.
Operations
In 2018 total income was $682,000; $53,000 above budget. Total operating expenses were $672,000;
$50,000 lower than budget.
St. Paul’s Church ended 2018 with a surplus of approximately $10,000 – almost $70,000 better than was
budgeted.
Income:
Pledge income was $20,000 better than was budgeted and an additional $25,000 that
was pledged for 2019 was received in 2018.
Expenses:
Expenses were $30,000 less than budgeted and included in that amount was the funding
of a $10,000 capital reserve for new carpet which will be completed in early 2019.
Cash-on-hand for operations as of December 31, 2018 was $67,000 and an additional $71,500 was in a
restricted account for specific purposes (e.g. Food Pantry, Mission with Jamaica, Capital Campaign
expenditures, etc.)
St. Paul’s Church – December 31, 2018 (unaudited)

Income

2018 Actual

2018 Budget

2019 Budget

474,000
24,600
11,800
9,500
12,300
360
126,000
8,800
15,000
682,360

450,000
0
10,000
14,300
11,000
1,000
124,000
6,000
15,000
631,300

480,000
0
11,500
9,100
18,500
1,000
122,000
18,000

Pledge
Next Year’s Pledges
Non Pledge (Plate) Offering
Easter/Christmas/
Scrip/Ten Talents/Sinfully Sweet/Divine Comedy
Memorial Gifts
Investment Portfolio
Administrative
Misc. Diocese Grant
Total Income
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0
660,100

Expense
Diocese Fair Share
Mission
Mission Outreach
Worship
Spiritual Formation
Stewardship
Pastoral Care & Fellowship
Administration

104,300
2,100
920
18,100
2,500
2,800
38,800
404,900
97,000
671,670

105,500
4,000
200
21,800
2,200
8,250
3,600
51,400
395,318
110,000
702,268

105,500
3,000
0
19,300
1,350
6,000
3,350
43,800
401,000
120,000
703,300

10,690

-70,968

-43,200

250

Salaries and Benefits
Operation/Maintenance
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

2019 Budget
Budgeted income for 2019 is $22,000 less than 2018 actual income because we will not know until mid
February whether we will receive another diocesan grant ($15,000) for support of our curate position
and whether some parishioners will prepay their 2020 pledge (potentially, an additional $25,000 ). If
either of these occurs, income in 2019 will increase materially.
Budgeted expenses for 2019 are $3,000 higher than actual expenses in 2018.
Investments
St. Paul’s investment portfolio, which includes an Operating Reserve Fund, an Endowment Fund and a Dr.
Shields Fund, had a December 31, 2017 market value of $1,402,435 and a December 31, 2018 market
value of $1,243,089. During 2018 we withdrew the $66,000 that was budgeted for operating expenses.
The investment portfolio is part of the Diocesan Investment Fund, and is managed by the Trustees of the
Diocese of New Hampshire and the Bank of America. Quarterly reports for these funds are available for
review in the church office
The E. Sawyer Cummings Trust is managed by the McLane Law Firm and contributed $55,300 towards
our budgeted income in 2018. St. Paul’s and Concord Hospital are the two beneficiaries of this Trust.
St. Paul’s loan to the New Hampshire Community Loan Fund generated $4,791 in budgeted interest
income.
Capital Campaign
At the end of December, 2018 we had received $313,000 towards the $520,000 that was pledged for
our Founding the Future capital campaign.
Further Information
If anyone would like to see more detailed information about parish finances, please be in touch with
either Kristin Dunklee or me.
Dave Cawley

Hospitality and New Members
Ministry Directors: Robin Broadbent and Kathy Bush
"I was a stranger… You welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35
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With radical hospitality we are called to open our doors, arms and hearts to all who dwell among us and
all we’ve yet to meet.
The ministry of hospitality has many faces. So much of what we do can only be done together, as a
group, or team, or even more importantly as a family. (And Kathy Bush, by the way, is the master
emailer for all we do, keeping us organized with kindness and patience.) St. Paul’s aspires to be a parish
family that welcomes you and gives you the feeling that we truly are glad you’re here.
Celebrations of life are an important part of what we do. We are so thankful for ALL OF YOU for always
being there with your many contributions of the heart, and darn good food! God bless your wonderful
commitment to the ministry.
Parish Meals
As always with the help of so many we have taken on the team style for the big meal events such as our:
 Annual Meeting Luncheon (meatloaf extravaganza)
 St. Paul’s Family Thanksgiving
And hope to add more opportunities for sharing a meal together. Don’t be shy. Please let us know if you
have an idea for a new shared meal event or want to help out on a team.
Coffee Hour
Our coffee hour has become a special time for many; a moment to sit, have a snack, and chat with
others. The atmosphere is friendly and your coffee is poured for you. The simple act of handing a fresh
hot cup of coffee to a parishioner or visitor feels good. We are able to make connections and build
fellowship.
We will be looking for a new Ministry Coordinator for Coffee Hour at the end of 2019 – so you’re up !!!!!
You know who you are … always wishing you could be in the little kitchen, scheduling volunteers,
chatting with friends, plating donuts and making coffee. It’s OK, we know who you are and we will catch
up with you soon. You will be so good at this!
Kathy Whitehead
Receptions
Once again this maybe the exact ministry you have been pining to do. St. Paul’s has a wonderful
reputation for providing beautifully presented and warmly hosted receptions – for celebrations, like
ordinations, and for less happy occasions, such as funerals and memorial services. Ginnie Schartner
supposedly stepped down from the post of Hostess a few years ago, but she still seems to be the
reception go-to person! (Thank you Ginnie ) So it’s okay to let Ginnie know if you want the job, and I
promise it will be fun. The reception crew is incredible; they seem to come out of the woodwork the
minute we send out the call.
Kathy Bush
Comfort Food
Working closely with the Ministry of Presence, we identify parishioners who may need some wholesome
meals delivered to them – perhaps while they are recovering from an injury or surgery. (Even our rector
and her family benefited from this ministry for a few weeks!)
Once a need is identified, we gather information regarding food preferences, intolerances, allergies, etc.
and agree on the days the meals will be provided (usually two days a week for an appropriate length of
time). Parish cooks are notified by email and provided with a link to “Sign-up Genius” ensuring coverage
for the full period of time.

20

If you become aware of a need for the Comfort Food ministry – or if you are in need yourself – please let
Rev. Kate know.
Many thanks to all our wonderful cooks!
Mary Waples
Men’s Just Supper
St. Paul’s Men’s Just Supper group is a fellowship gathering that meets at 6:00 PM on the first Monday of
each month (excluding July and August) in Ordway Hall. Our agenda is no agenda. We do not evangelize,
proselytize, preach, or solicit. We meet in fellowship in the spirit of open communication and
acceptance, and to share a meal. The excellent meals are cooked and shared by the members. There is
no membership fee, but a donation to offset the cost of food is welcomed. The meal provides the
opportunity for everyone to make or renew friendships. There are many of us, but attendance generally
averages twelve to fifteen members. There is always room for more and all are welcome. We invite all
men of the parish and welcome men from all walks of life, of varying ages, and non-parishioners of all
denominations to join us.
In addition to our monthly meetings, the men’s group supports St. Paul’s fellowship in coordinating,
organizing, and cooking for the Annual Picnic and Invitation Sunday. Members haul, cook, serve, and
clean up.
For more information, please contact me.
John Cabibi
Parish Picnic
This annual event (which took place in Rollins Park on June 10th last year), follows on from the Outdoor
Service – and is a great way to introduce friends and family to St. Paul’s fellowship and good food!
Parishioners contribute salads, side dishes, drinks, and desserts, and the Men’s Just Supper team grills
huge quantities of hamburgers, hotdogs, and veggie burgers (approximately 125 meals were served in
2018!). We enjoy our food together, sitting on blankets on the ground, or on garden chairs. Thanks to
all who make this such a great event!
Invitation Sunday
This event has had a number of names over the years (Rally Day, Back to Church Sunday, etc.) but calling
it “Invitation Sunday” makes it very clear that a personal invitation is the best way to introduce people
we care about to the treasure we know as St. Paul’s.
On September 9th, 2018, we used the theme of “The Way of Love” to highlight our ministries, using
displays, hand-outs, and, of course, our wonderful lay ministers – who answered questions, provided
information, and collected names of people wishing to find out more or become involved in a new
ministry. Our clergy added to the invitation with offers of a warm welcome at our Sunday services and
other activities, and a “prayer tent” where visitors could receive private prayer.
We had hoped to have a gospel choir performing but they had to back out due to a double-booking.
However, a folk singer, Mary Fagan, came to the rescue and – between her, Lezlie Webster on bagpipes,
a face-painter, raffle prizes (including a giant teddy bear – congratulations, Noah!) and Davey the Clown
– we had great entertainment!
Our talented Men’s Just Supper team once again provided their grilling expertise, ensuring that burgers,
hotdogs, chips and drinks were in plenteous supply. And they were only part of the terrific team who
worked hard to make Invitation Sunday a great success. Thank you, everyone!
Kathy Whitehead
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Foyer Groups
Foyer groups provide opportunities for parishioners to get together over a meal, enjoy one another’s
company, and get to know each other better. There were three new groups formed in 2018, each with
eight members, gathering every month or so in each other’s homes or restaurants. Look out for another
Foyer Group sign-up in 2019!
Anne Huff
Good Friday Soup
On Good Friday, we offer a three-hour vigil from 12:00 to 3:00 PM. Members of the congregation are
welcome to come and go as they please over these three hours and, since many come during their lunch
break, we provide soup, bread and fruit in the Parish Hall. I encourage you to come and experience the
Good Friday Vigil in 2019, and enjoy a tasty lunch!
Bunny Huddleston
Greeters
As well as a dedicated team of ushers, St. Paul’s has a ministry devoted to greeting newcomers, as well
as our regular congregants, when they attend our worship services. Greeters can be identified by the
bright flowers they wear, and they are available to answer questions, provide directions to the
restrooms, Sunday School rooms, Nursery, Chapter Two, etc., make introductions, and generally provide
a friendly, genuine welcome. St. Paul’s is appreciated for the warmth of its welcome – and this is a
ministry anyone can be a part of!
Jim Milliken
St. Paul’s Black Flies
St. Paul’s has a softball team that competes in the Church Softball League on Monday nights during the
summer. After a disappointing drop in participation in 2017, our team experienced re-growth with
several new members in 2018. We have a lot of fun and fellowship, and invite anyone who is interested
to join us for our 2019 season. The only requirements are that you be at least 15 years old, and are able
to play without hurting yourself, although the latter requirement is more of a desire as I missed most of
the 2018 season with a broken finger sustained playing ball, but not in this league. We rarely practice
and our team members range from teenagers up to folks in their 70s – so, if you want to join us, this is a
low key commitment. We emphasize fun over winning, and welcome all who want to participate. We
also welcome fans to cheer us on if playing isn’t for you!
Tamar Roberts
Below are just some of the other ways we enriched each other’s lives in 2018. There is always room for
more of you to join this vital ministry, in any way you want to walk with us: making strangers into
friends, showing up as support, saying “Good morning,” wearing a name tag, making some phone calls,
baking a plate of cookies… Whatever it may be, it all matters. It is all good.
2018 was a good year. If we missed something feel free to send us a note so we may add it in. We are
getting older. Remember… we forget stuff.


January 7 – Bicentennial Wrap-Up Gala Brunch
(Thanks to the Bicentennial Committee for this and for all they did through 2017 to celebrate St. Paul’s History.)






January 28 – Annual Meeting Meatloaf Dinner
April 4 – Providing desserts for Concord Coalition to End Homelessness Thank You celebration
for Winter Shelter Volunteers
November 18 – Parish Thanksgiving Lunch
December 2 – Providing refreshments for the Messiah Intermission
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Board Game Nights and Fellowship Potluck are currently on hiatus as we come up with ideas for
refreshing them and increasing attendance. Your ideas are invited.
As always, look out for sign-ups with chances to learn more about hospitality, greeting, fellowship and
how a simple smile can transform us. So please keep smiling, wear your name tags (its helps as we grow
older – we forget names sometimes so name tags rock!).
Please join us as often as you can in all our endeavors. We can always use a hand, a minute, a day …
whatever it is we will take it !!!! The Ministry of Hospitality wants to thank all of you for so generously
helping us make St Paul’s a warm welcoming place – by opening your hearts to all who enter, and all
that dwell within.
“I was a Stranger, You welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35
Robin Broadbent and Kathy Bush

Liturgy and Worship
Ministry Directors: Edie Perkins and Tamar Roberts
This ministry consists of all of the groups that work to make each and every worship service at St.
Paul’s a truly meaningful experience! If anyone has any concerns about the worship and liturgy
components of St. Paul’s, please bring them to our attention. We are always happy to hear from any
of the parishioners.
We would also like to thank the leaders and members of the various groups that fall under our umbrella,
especially Heather Maconaghy, Kathy and Randy Whitehead, Ginnie Schartner, Signa and Dale Watts,
John Elsnau, Theresa Neves, and our scheduler, Jerry Tepe. We also want to thank Kate, Cheryl, Drew,
Brother Charles, Kristin, and Andy for all of your assistance and instruction that helps us to do our job.
Music Ministry
The choir has done it one more time! We have practiced, sung, laughed, eaten, and practiced and
practiced! To date this year the choir participated in 400 Sunday morning services, 17 Christmas Eve
services, 700 Easter Day services, 50 baptisms, funerals, and other assorted services. One such example
is the October 14 participation in the Greater Concord Interfaith Choir Concert to support Climate Action
New Hampshire, sponsored by Concord Interfaith Council and the Concord Light Opera Company .
Under Heather’s incredible leadership the choir has learned and performed a variety of genres of music.
This includes classical, modern, folk, and some other genres that I don’t know the name of but we like
them. A lot. Our musicality is improving and improving! Just ask us! The percentage of wrong notes is
diminishing but not entirely! Those Rutter pieces are sooooo hard, but once we “get them” we LOVE
them. The chances of us singing a Rutter piece without a mistake – not going to happen. Of course, we
still have issues with various choir members singing uninvited solos and such. We are still working with
Cindy White to get her to quit this, but evidently she just can’t help herself. Every now and then Jean
Gillespie tries to compete with Cindy, but we don’t have data on who is in the “lead.” Polls indicate that
it might be Cindy…
This fall we have added a choral element to Ageless Worship by incorporating any child and family who
wants to sing in the choir on those special Sundays. Choir members are bringing their children, non-choir
members are bringing their children, and grandmothers (such as this author) are bringing their
grandchildren! Please come and join us at 9:00 on the first Sunday of the month. It is fun! Not hard! And
fun! Lots of fun! Did I say that already?
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The choir is a family and some of our members are on hiatus due to illness and family issues. We miss all
these people and keep them in our prayers that they will recover, have family issues resolved or
improved, and that when it is best for them that they can rejoin the choir family. Fortunately, some new
members have joined! Yea!
We welcome anyone who wants to join us. We are an unassuming group of folk who just like to sing.
Please join us! Practices are Monday (7-8) or Thursday (6:30-8), just pick one. And we meet at 9:00 on
Sunday.
Edie Perkins, Alto
Acolytes
Our acolytes are an integral part of most every service held at St. Paul’s. You have probably noticed
them in their red cassocks and white cottas, mostly carrying the cross and torches, and assisting at the
altar during the offertory and communion, but they also jump in and do whatever other duties may be
asked of them by the clergy or verger. We have a very dedicated group of adults that serve as acolytes
for the 8:00 Sunday services and a small group of youth and adults that serve at 10:00. We would love
to have some more people join us in this very rewarding ministry so please speak to Tamar Roberts,
John Elsnau or Theresa Neves if you would like more information.
Altar Guild
The Altar Guild would like to thank Kathy and Randy Whitehead for their devotion and their hard work
as Directors of the Altar Guild and we are grateful for their continued support.
We are thankful for old members and new ones as well.
There are many we would like to thank that helped polish pews and clean before the Easter and
Christmas holidays.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members for their commitment and patience
throughout the year.
A special thank you to Chapter Two for a donation along with other donations that enabled us to replace
some much needed Fair Linens.
Serving on the Altar Guild is a wonderful way to learn more about the workings of the “Church.” It is
also a wonderful way to meet and get to know other parishioners. Everyone is welcome to stop by the
Sacristy and inquire about our Ministry.
Signa Watts and Ginnie Schartner
Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors
St. Paul’s is very fortunate to have many parishioners serving us as Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors.
These folks volunteer to assist with each of the scheduled services by reading lessons, leading psalms
and prayers, and administering the chalice for communion. They also step up when asked to serve at
funerals and other times as needed. This group has a formal training each year and gets individual
instruction as necessary.
If you would like to learn more about these ministries, speak to Tamar Roberts.
Ushers
Our smiling and welcoming ushers are the first face of St. Paul’s at our Sunday services as well as special
services throughout the year. We normally have two ushers for the 8:00 services and four for 10:00.
These are the folks that greet people as they arrive, pass out bulletins and other handouts, give
directions and answer questions, take up the collections, guide the congregation to the altar rail for
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communion, and tidy up the pews after the services. This is a great ministry for anyone, but especially
for people who want to help out, but don’t have a lot of time to spare, as it does not involve any
significant amounts of training, and no meetings or required presence other than 20 minutes before the
service and 10 or 15 minutes afterward.
We do have one annual training and refresher to discuss any changes or issues that may have arisen, but
for the most part, all that is needed is a smile and friendly demeanor. If you would like to get involved in
this important ministry, please speak to Theresa Neves or Tamar Roberts.
Edie Perkins and Tamar Roberts

Outreach and Mission
Ministry Directors: Joanne Gutt and Cheryl Moore
Chapter Two Thrift Shop and Coat of Many Colors Clothing Bank
Ministry Goals: To provide basic clothing and household items to individuals and families in need; to
raise money for ministries of St. Paul’s, and to donate to community organizations as able.
The leadership of the shop is as follows:
Donna Cassidy – Coordinator
Kathleen Brockett – Volunteer Scheduling
Kathy Gray – Treasurer
We have 30 team members who work 2-hour shifts Monday through Thursday, and the first Sunday of
each month. As well as waiting on customers, they sort and price all donations and keep the shop clean
and well stocked. All items sold in the shop are donated.
Chapter Two generated $10,261 in cash and gave $9,000 in free clothing and goods through the Coat of
Many Colors voucher program, which is based on client need.
Chapter Two dispersed $9,500 to the following, with Vestry approval:
Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Prescription Assistance
Flooring for Centre Street entrance
Concord Homeless Shelter
St. Paul’s Youth Ministry
St. Paul’s Food Pantry
St. Paul’s Music Ministry
St. Paul’s Memorial Garden
Christmas Giving Tree
Jamaica Mission
Camp Spaulding, Child and Family Services

$ 2,000
$ 1,500
$ 1,500
$ 1,000
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500

The Buildings and Grounds Committee authorized some much-needed wall repairs and fresh paint to
spruce up the shop. It looks great thanks to the great work of Dale Watts. We are so grateful to all
parishioners who support the shop with donations of clothing and other items and who give so much of
their time and talents.
Donna Cassidy, Ministry Coordinator
Emergency Assistance Network (EAN)
Along with other faith communities in the Concord area, St. Paul’s is prepared to step up with assistance
for people who are struggling to pay their rent, obtain temporary accommodation or cover the security
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deposit for a new rental. Those who are eligible for this assistance have to have applied and been
declined assistance from City Welfare. The EAN partners are then informed of the need and those with
sufficient funds in their discretionary accounts are able to respond. St. Paul’s made only a small
contribution to EAN funds this year because of substantial needs within our own parish and outreach
community, but we continue to be an active and supportive partner in this important ministry.
Rev. Kate Atkinson
Family Promise
St. Paul’s Family Promise Ministry works in connection with Family Promise of Greater Concord to
provide food and shelter to families experiencing homelessness. St. Paul’s is one of thirteen faith
communities in central New Hampshire who take turns housing families for a week at a time. During St.
Paul’s week, one group of parishioners (and friends) prepare and serve a home cooked meal for our
guests each night. Two more parishioners spend the night in the church along with the families (in
separate accommodations). A third group assists in welcoming the families and setting them up in our
parish home, then helps again when the families depart at the end of the week.
St. Paul’s served as hosts for four weeks in 2018. We have had approximately 45 parishioners involved
in this ministry and have seen concrete results as families have “graduated” from homelessness to full
time employment and homes. The high level of personal interaction our team members have with our
guests have made this a very personal and fulfilling ministry. You see the struggles and frustrations that
young families can face at a very experiential level. But you also see that certain things – a parent’s love
for their children, a parent’s desire to make a better place for their kids, and the simple joy children take
in spending time with the folks who love them – these exist despite those struggles.
Many, many thanks to all who took part in this ministry in 2018. We are currently looking for
a second Ministry Coordinator. If you are interested in this position or in joining our team, please
contact Coordinator Bill Pribis through St. Paul’s Parish Office. Further information about Family Promise
of Greater Concord can be found at http://familypromiseofgreaterconcord.org.
Bill Pribis
Food Pantry
The pantry was very active this past year as the following details indicate:



85-105 Clients were served per week, representing 250-350 family members.
5000-7000 servings per week were distributed to these clients and their families.

Clients are from the greater Concord Area and other towns within Merrimack County only. New
Americans represent approximately 25% of our clients.
The average weekly cost for food per week is approximately $64.13. This does not include other
products such as diapers, laundry detergent and other miscellaneous items.
Donations to the pantry were $14,941 in 2018, and expenditures totaled $7,540.
Food was obtained from the following sources and in the amounts shown:






NH Food Bank - 1500-2000 Lbs. weekly (produce, canned goods, meat and dairy);
Freihofers Bakery - 8 racks weekly when available (bread products) at no cost;
Sam’s Club - 500-750 Lbs. weekly (produce, meat, deli) at no cost;
Hannaford - 70-140 Lbs. weekly (meat products) at no cost;
USDA - 150-200 Cases monthly (canned, meat, dairy, and dry products) at no cost (we will be
receiving more USDA allocations this year due to trade mitigation);
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Capitol Region Food Program - 20 Cases monthly (canned and dry Product) at no cost (the
Pantry also received 90 cases of canned goods left over from December’s holiday distribution);
Apple Hill Farm - various produce and pastry products, September through Thanksgiving, at no
cost.
Miscellaneous donations also come from the Boy Scout and Postal drives, Breast Cancer Walk,
school drives and Individual donations throughout the year.

The Pantry is very fortunate, as am I, to have many dedicated people serving in numerous capacities to
make it work. Whether it be working the window, unloading trucks, stocking shelves or picking up
products at stores, the team is very dependable and enthusiastic. There are also those behind the
scenes doing scheduling (Cindy White and Becky Cawley), shopping for diapers (Sandy Jackson), and
those who go above and beyond – like Sandy Jackson who made dish cloths and pot holders for the
Thanksgiving Baskets.
The pantry is also fortunate to have Mary Waples, previous Ministry Coordinator for the Pantry, who
continues to ensure the Thanksgiving Baskets Program goes smoothly. There were 60 baskets
distributed to families in need this year, providing them with a generous holiday feast.
Lastly, as Ministry Coordinator, I have been very fortunate to have the support of the St. Paul’s staff,
facilities (space and electricity), as well as custodial/maintenance assistance. According to the NH Food
Bank, St. Paul’s is one of 5 “choice pantries” in the state. In most pantries, clients rarely have a choice in
choosing off the shelf (based on the size of their household) the items they feel are most suitable for
themselves and their families.
Because of demand and the amount of activity, the Pantry has outgrown its current space and a request
for more space is before the Vestry and Building and Grounds for consideration. This would come under
the lower level renovations to be funded by our Capital Campaign donations.
Randy Whitehead
The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree is a ministry of the parish that David, Mike and Peg Wenzel have coordinated for the last
eight years. It starts each October when families using our Food Pantry receive a letter explaining the
program and inviting them to send back the names and ages of their children (16 years old and
younger), and what each child would like for Christmas. The first 3 week-ends in November the children
are “adopted” by members of the congregation who purchase and wrap some of the items specified.
During the first two weeks of December the gifts are returned to the church by the adopting families
and, the following Thursday and Friday, the gifts are distributed to the families.
Every year an extra gift is chosen for each child. Peg asked teachers and members of the congregation
what they thought would be a great extra gift this year, and we decided to provide a book or books to
every child. Each family also received a $50.00 Hannaford gift card to help them purchase food for the
holiday. (This gift card is designated for no liquor or tobacco purchases.) In 2018, 26 families with 54
children received gifts, books and gift cards because of the generosity of the parish. Many of these
families were new to the program this year.
David, Michael and Peg Wenzel
Friendly Kitchen
The Concord Friendly Kitchen is a true example of God’s request to us all to “feed the hungry.” The
program not only provides meals to those in need in our community, but our volunteers are fed too – by
the smiles and appreciation of the recipients.
St. Paul's is responsible for the evening meal at the Friendly Kitchen on the 3rd Wednesday of every
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month. We need at least 10 team members each month from the dedicated group (currently there are
28 on the email list) who prepare, cook, serve and clean up after a nutritious meal prepared for 75 to
100 individuals. There is a pantry at the Kitchen, stocked by donations from community groups, local
stores, NH Food Bank, and donations, but much of the food is also purchased and prepared by the St.
Paul’s ministers. Katy plans the meals based on what’s available and we follow her orders! We even
make cookies and biscotti around Christmas time and use them to fill gift bags for our guests.
Everyone is welcome to come to the meal and new team members are always welcome to help. A
reminder email is sent out on the 2nd Wednesday of each month to anyone who asks to join our list. If
dedicating a few hours on a Wednesday between the hours of 2 PM and 6:30 PM fits into your life, just
let the Parish Office know and you will be added to the list and reminded each month. There is no
obligation to attend every month and training is provided on site. Help for 2 hours or stay for the whole
afternoon. We appreciate everyone's contributions, donations of money, food items and those that
prepare the meal, serve and clean up. The Friendly Kitchen staff says when St. Paul’s is doing the meal
(aka Katy), they don’t have to worry about a thing and our meal guests are always very appreciative!
Katy Clough (Ministry Coordinator) and Theresa Neves (Scheduler)
Mission with Jamaica
For 21 years, Saint Paul’s Church has been in partnership with the community of Chantilly Jamaica – a
small village in the middle of Jamaica that has approximately 2000 inhabitants.
Parishioners of St Paul's Church support the Basic School program which educates thirty 3-5-year-olds.
The program runs 10 months a year and the children receive two hot meals daily. The school’s mission is
to give the children a quality preschool education and nutrition, so the children will succeed in their
further education.
The medical aspect of our relationship with the Chantilly community is to supply medications to the
elderly and make an annual medical mission trip. Rue and Daphne Gordon, local citizens who developed
the Chantilly Basic School and a facility for medical services, have been our partners and hosts in
Chantilly for the past 21 years, and we work at the facility that the Gordons were instrumental in
building. The villagers have very few resources and cannot afford medical care or medications. Many
suffer from chronic illnesses like diabetes, high blood pressure and asthma. We supply medications that
the health center distributes. The medical team consists of a group of providers, nurses and lay people
who work at the clinic.
The group saw 428 patients in the week they were there in April 2018. The team comprised: Mark
Carney (Pediatrician), Jan Greer-Carney (Dietitian), Oge Young (Ob-Gyn), Carla Drew-Moyer ARNP (Adult
Medicine), Erin Pike (RN), Pam Young (RN) Linda Parnass (Pharmacist), and Jacqueline Auger (Pre-Dental
student at UNH). Local Jamaican nurses Serene Atkinson and Beverly Sailman helped in the clinic. Joan
Richards, a local woman, worked with us as well. The team members pay their own way for the medical
mission trip and St. Paul’s parishioners, and other supporters, donate the medicines and equipment –
filling large suitcases to the full weight allowed by the airline! The next medical mission trip will take
place from May 11 to 19, 2019.
Our ministry team also raises money for the Basic School, which has a budget of $8,000. The 2018
fundraising activities included selling poinsettias and inviting scholarship donations.
Mark Carney
Prescription Assistance Program
St. Paul’s Prescription Assistance Program helps individuals fill non-narcotic medication prescriptions
once in a calendar year. The goal of this program is to help people with a one-month supply of needed
medications, giving the patient time to apply for health insurance assistance. Many of the individuals we
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help do not have health insurance, may need assistance with their co-pays, many are homeless, and
some are newly released from prison. There is no budget for this program.
In 2018 we assisted 15 individuals with 27 prescription medications. The cost to St. Paul’s was $1,042.
We are grateful for two generous donations from Chapter Two, as well as individual donations, which
help fund this program. Prescription Assistance does not have a line in the budget, so funding is
dependent on donations. We are committed to helping these individuals whose health – and often their
lives – depend on us. The need for help continues to increase, as does the cost of the medications.
Kristin Dunklee
Youth Mentoring
The Youth Mentoring Committee has been partnering with the Friends Program to mentor youth in the
community. We currently have three mentors from St. Paul’s. All have completed at least one year
mentoring a young person. Mentors provide support and friendship while spending time doing fun
things such as going for pizza, playing games, watching sports and hiking.
The committee has responded to the Bishop’s call to follow Jesus into our surrounding community to
close the “Opportunity Gap” that has such devastating effects on children, families and communities.
The benefits of our ministry of youth mentoring include:







Multiple age groups can be served (ages 6 to 17)
Training is available locally
Success can be measured
Existing community partner (Friend’s Program)
Opportunity to form a lasting bond
Low cost

We encourage all parishioners to inquire about this incredible opportunity to make a long-term
difference in the life of a child. Our community is particularly in need of male mentors as the majority of
children currently waiting for a mentor are boys. If you are interested in finding out more about youth
mentoring contact Tenley Callaghan or Reverend Drew Courtright through the Parish Office.
Tenley Callaghan
St. Paul’s New American Partnership (SNAP)
The mission of SNAP is to assist refugees new to Concord in adjusting to their new country. We partner
with Overcomers Social Services which is an agency which assists New Americans with paperwork and
directs them to appropriate social service and medical agencies as needed.
St. Paul's ministers provide transportation to medical appointments, to our Food Pantry, and to social
service agencies. Several new Americans are avid gardeners and we provide rides to the community
gardens and help with weeding and watering. We also help with reading mail and start the process of
learning English just by spending time with each other. We have taken new Americans walking at the
Forest Society and have strolled downtown so they can get to know their new city.
We are looking for more people to assist with transportation and to serve individual families by reading
mail and speaking English. If you are interested in this fun and worthwhile mission, please contact Terry
Irwin or Joanne Gutt through the Parish Office.
Terry Irwin
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If you have an interest in participating in any of St. Paul’s Outreach and Mission ministries in 2019,
please be in touch with the Ministry Coordinator (whose name follows each individual report) or contact
the parish office.

Pastoral Care
Ministry Director: Rev. Kate Atkinson
Ministry of Presence
Caring for on another – particularly during times of struggle and suffering – is central to our life as
members of the Body of Christ. This genuine, loving care is evident at St. Paul’s every day as parishioners
reach out to one another with hugs, words of comfort, and offers of prayer as well as practical help.
As well as these natural expressions of our care for one another, St. Paul’s has a dedicated “Ministry of
Presence.” This group of lay visitors and lay Eucharistic ministers bring communion and companionship
to fellow parishioners, and other Episcopalians, in their homes, hospitals, and other care facilities. The
group meets monthly, to pray together and support one another in our ministry. Current ministers are
Fran Clapp, Linda Douglas, Mary Farrell, Jean Gillespie, Jerry Meadows, Mary McGilvray, Barbara Collins,
Irmgard Weber, and Kim Wheeler. If you have a heart for engaging more deeply in pastoral care of
others, please speak to a member of the team.
If you or a family member are in need of the Ministry of Presence, please contact a member of the
clergy or the parish office.
Flower Ministry
Randy Whitehead and I continue to provide a ministry of delivering beautiful flowers, taken from the
arrangements decorating the altar each week. On Monday mornings we assemble a number of small
bouquets which we place in vases around the church building and take to parishioners who are in the
hospital, hospice house, or a nursing home. After the Christmas services we were able to deliver a large
number of potted poinsettias – bringing beauty and cheer to members of our parish family. It is a
privilege to be a part of the care we give to one another as a community of faith.
Jerry Meadows
Prayer Group
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
Romans 5:5

Two services of Healing and Hope were held at St. Paul’s Church this past year. The first was held in the
spring, followed by another in the fall. Both services were a truly moving and meaningful experience for
all who attended.
A special thanks to our guest speakers, the Reverend Cheryl Moore, and Alan Topliff , who both shared
truly moving and meaningful experiences of their journeys with God.
A committed group of parishioners continues to pray daily for those who have requested such prayers.
Please let us know if you, or someone you care about, need to be added to that list.
We look forward to our experiences of prayerful support of one another in this new year.
Cherie Foote
Deacon’s Report
Our journey in faith continues – and 2018 was a year in which I witnessed God's creative power in the
lives of many.
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We are living in a time in history which we may not have thought possible. But it really is not so. During
the life of St. Benedict, political chaos and impending invasions were a reality. And it was out of that
environment that grace abounded. It is no different today.
Ministering to the bereaved is for me a place where chaos often raises its head. Yet I find those times to
be moments of great grace for all. During the past year I have journeyed with 35 families who lost their
loved ones. Please note that in ministry numbers do not count. What is important is that we "are
present" in those moments.
Life as a member of the Companions of Our Lady Walsingham continues to be "led by the Spirit of the
Living God." We continue to grow as an "intentionally dispersed community" following the Rule of Our
Holy Father Benedict, focusing on the ministry of Radical Hospitality. Again for us as Companions,
numbers do not count. But what is important is that fidelity to Our Way of Life.
So life within the context of St. Paul's Church is a life that feeds, supports, and affirms the ministry that
not only I, but we all are called to. Every one of us is challenged, as individuals as well as a community,
to move out of our comfort zone and be truly "risk takers for the sake of the Kingdom.”
That in all things God may be glorified.
Brother Charles Edward OLW

Stewardship
Ministry Director: John Elsnau
The Ministry for Stewardship manages and preserves the gifts provided by members of the St. Paul’s
church community.
Following are reports from the Ministry Coordinators who serve under the Stewardship umbrella.
Great Lakes Scrip and Hannaford Purchase Cards
Do you buy groceries? Each sale of a purchase card through Scrip provides a rebate for our parish. Every
Sunday, we have select purchase cards on hand that folks may buy then and there. (Such as Hannaford,
Target, Walmart, Olive Garden, Gulf and Irving Gas, and Dunkin Donuts.) Hundreds more national chain
store cards are available for order with pick-up the following week. If you can’t wait a week for cards,
we can help you create an online account where you can order and receive your purchase card through
your phone!
We like to tell people that it is “free money”. There are over 600 participating businesses, and our profit
margins on the cards range from 1.5% to 18%. The Hannaford program returns 5% to us.
Whatever the face value of the card, you get to spend it all. It doesn’t cost you a penny extra, but your
purchase contributes a little to St. Paul’s bottom line. And it all adds up!
The Purchase Cards fundraising program at St. Paul’s has been up and operating since December of 2012
and, in that time, just the GLS part has raised $11,797 net income for the parish. Thank you to all who
helped us raise $2,139 during 2018 in support of St. Paul’s ministries!
My thanks to Allwynne Fine, Bob Samson, Shelly and David Haneman, Kathy Gray, Ray Fournier, Michael
Atkinson, Kim Lessard, Tamar and Randy Roberts, John Cabibi, Jerry Tepe, Mark and Jan Greer Carney,
Timmy Miller and many others for their continued support in purchasing, and selling, the purchase cards
through Great Lakes Scrip and Hannaford.
If any parishioners would like to join us or to see what this program is all about, please stop by the scrip
table at coffee hour. We really need more awareness of this easy and lucrative program!
Theresa Neves
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Harvest Fair
The meetings to organize The St. Paul’s Harvest Fair for 2018 were held starting in January 2018. These
monthly craft meetings were led by Eileen Carter, Theresa Neves and Kim Wheeler, chairpersons of the
Fair.
The Fair was held on Saturday October 20 from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM. The income was $7,022 and the
expenses totaled $1,080 (supplies and Concord Monitor ads). Net profit for the Fair was $5,942.
The planning of the Fair was again a joint effort of many people giving their time, talents, or monetary
donations. AshleyJane Boots and Kathy Bush did a great job advertising the Fair in both the print and
social media. Ranee Washburn called every member of the church again this year. Thank you Ranee!
Printed flyers were distributed on the community bulletin boards throughout Concord. A banner was
hung on the Centre St. entrance to the church. Unfortunately, the city of Concord denied our request to
put another large banner anywhere else in Concord. We again put the ground signs out all over the city.
We also handed out flyers on the day of the Fair at the Farmers Market on Capitol Street.
The following 16 raffle baskets were donated: Italian, Family Fun, Deck the Hall, Lighted Christmas tree,
Healthy Smiles, Salmon Falls, Handmade Christmas Tree Skirt, By the Sea, Barbeque, Bird Lovers, Mary
Kay Beauty, Garden, Snack and Soda, Wine and Chocolate, Yellow Submarine gift cards, and (the most
popular basket) the Scratch Ticket and Gift Card basket.
We also had many items donated for the Silent Auction. They were two new braided rugs, one blue
braided rug, a covered dish by Villeroy and Boch, a lap blanket in a Christmas box, a glass punch bowl,
nesting tables, a cane chair, an antique blue bowl, an antique etched pitcher, a Coach wallet, a
Christmas cactus, German candelabra, a wicker chair, a Fall decorated wagon, a needlepoint footstool,
and seamless gutters supplied and installed.
Specialty Tables were: Craft Corner, New Gift table, Food and Candy, Jewelry, Holiday goods, Plants,
Books and DVDs. We also added a Children’s Toy Table and a Children’s Activity table. We had a large
donation of Anna Lee Dolls and some other unique items were sold at another table.
This was the last year of our 3-year term as Co-Ministry Coordinators of the Harvest Fair. We want to say
Thank You to all the wonderful members and clergy of St. Paul’s church for their outstanding support of
the Harvest Fair! Currently no one has volunteered to take over the planning of the Fall Harvest Fair for
2019. Could this be something for you?
Eileen Carter, Theresa Neves and Kim Wheeler
Annual Giving Campaign
The Annual Giving Committee and the Vestry would like to thank everyone who considered making a
pledge to support our operations in 2019. Thanks to you, we are happy to declare this year's pledge
campaign a success!
As of January 24, we have received 214 Annual Giving pledges for 2019, totaling approximately
$462,500. This includes 43 multi-year pledges, giving us a nice head start on 2020 already. We recorded
17 new/first-time pledges and 12 that were renewed after not pledging last year. Another trend worth
noting is that we now have 55 pledgers (approximately 25%) using Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) for
their pledge payments. If you would like to learn more about multi-year pledges, please contact Jim
Barker. If you would like to learn more about EFT, please contact Kristin. And if you would still like to
make an annual giving pledge for the remainder of 2019, it is not too late! You can be in touch with
Kristin to let her know your pledge plans.

32

We are grateful to ALL of you for joining the ranks and ensuring the impact that St. Paul's Church is able
to make both for our own parishioners and for everyone who benefits from our ministries in Concord
and beyond.
Jim Barker
Ten Talents
Ten Talents is an annual event embraced by many of the St Paul’s community. People who have a talent
which they wish to share bake bread, build birdhouses, and entice us with fudge, cookies and brownies.
They inspire awe with poetry books, and mittens from old sweaters. Others enjoy perusing the tables
purchasing these items. All profits go to St Paul’s and community spirit is shared by all.
Get moving with your project! The first Sunday of the Ten Talents marketplace is February 3!
Terry Irwin
Divine Comedy & Sinfully Sweet
On May 12, 2018, we hosted our annual spring fundraiser - Sinfully Sweet this year, Divine Comedy to
come on May 4, 2019.
Congregants of St. Paul's Church and choir members were joined by several members of the community
to have some fun, some laughs, and some singing, all at “Open Mic Night at Kate's Cuppa Joe!”
Delightful desserts were provided by generous local businesses. A gift basket raffle and silent auction
rounded out the evening, with total proceeds of $3,344 (including ticket donations). After expenses, the
evening netted $2,977 to support St. Pauls ministries.
The true highlight of the evening was the Special Appearance of the St. Paul's Pipsqueaks - the staff and
clergy all playing on tiny plastic pitched whistles, much to the general amusement and entertainment!
Heather Maconaghy and Alex Atkinson
Children's Christmas Gift Sale
The Children’s Gift Sale took place on Sunday, December 2, after the 10:00 Ageless Worship service.
Many people donated new and nearly-new gift items that children could purchase as Christmas presents
for friends and family. A team of “Elves” helped the children shop, and another team provided giftwrapping services. The items were priced from 25¢ to $3.00 with a total amount raised just under $130.
But even more important than the income, was the fun that was had by the children and the team. A
special feature was the opportunity to have photos taken with “Santa.” It was a great day!
Alex Atkinson
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you
has received. (1 Peter 4:10)

Curate’s Report
I am so grateful for all the ways the staff, vestry, and congregation of St. Paul’s have welcomed me and
my family into this community since I began as Curate in August 2017. Your hospitality and warmth have
been such a gift and it has been a privilege to serve alongside you in our common Kingdom work.
From the food pantry to music ministry, Chapter Two to formation series, there is so much going on
here in service of God and neighbor. St. Paul’s is truly a place to belong, whoever you are, just as you
are. It’s also a place where we worship and I have so enjoyed the many ways St. Paul’s prays together.
Whether you’re looking for the intimacy of a noonday Eucharist or the holy chaos of an Ageless
Worship, St. Paul’s offerings in worship are vibrant and joyful. I have learned so much while serving first
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in a lay role, then as a deacon, and now as a priest, alongside Kate, Cheryl, and Brother Charles as well as
the many dedicated ushers, lectors, acolytes, Eucharistic ministers, and choir.
What amazes me most about St. Paul’s, however, is the love and care that is present here for everyone
who comes in the building. Whether it’s for a meeting or for groceries, everyone is treated with respect
and care and that is such an incredible witness to the presence of power of Christ’s love which, as St.
Paul himself said, “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:7).
Everything above and more has profoundly shaped me in this time of growth and formation as a priest
in the Church. Funding and supporting a Curate is a huge gift to the wider Church. St. Paul’s is investing
in me in order to train me up and send me out to, eventually, continue ministry elsewhere. Whenever
that time comes, I know I will be ready because of the great care and support I have received from St.
Paul’s. Until then, we’ve got lots of ministry to do together!

Thoughts from the Rector
One of my favorite things about reading our Annual Report is picturing the faces of the many people
who have contributed to it – either by providing their ministry write-up, or by participating in the
ministry described in that write-up. St. Paul’s is bursting with dedicated, enthusiastic, energetic, and
joyful ministers of Christ’s work in the world, and every one of you makes my heart sing!
As we entered 2018, gathering for one final celebration of our parish’s bicentennial, it was difficult to
imagine how we could follow the extraordinary events of 2017. But we ended up – as we always seem to
– with twelve months of discovery, creativity, inspiration, fun, and growth. Our parish is alive and well –
and it is our parishioners who make it so.
You have already read detailed descriptions of our activities in 2018, but I want to highlight just a few
things I find particularly gratifying.
For the second time, I served as a Deputy to General Convention – which took place in July in a very hot
and humid Austin, Texas. General Convention is the legislative body of the Episcopal Church, meeting
every three years to approve a budget, launch new initiatives, and consider and vote on hundreds of
resolutions dealing with every aspect of our structure and ministry. My main responsibility was serving
on the “Title IV and Safeguarding” legislative committee, tasked with putting forward resolutions which
ensure the safety of all members of our Church, and just means of dealing with clergy and other church
leaders who threaten that safety.
My committee work was challenging, but of course I was able to take part in all aspects of this
remarkable gathering of Episcopalians and guests from other corners of the Anglican Communion. My
daughter, Alex, was a member of the Official Youth Presence, representing Province I (the New England
dioceses) so she too was able to experience the richness of worship, the depth of wisdom of our
speakers, the vigor of our debate, and the focus on so many issues that our Episcopal Church is involved
in. We were particularly inspired by our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, who introduced “The Way of
Love” as a guide and inspiration for living out our faith.
One of the special highlights of this year in the life of St. Paul’s, has been the enthusiasm with which
Michael Curry’s Way of Love has been adopted. From our sermon series and discussion groups, to the
ministry displays on Invitation Sunday, the wallet cards and bag tags so many parishioners are using, the
theme of our youth confirmation preparation, the cover of this Annual Report(!), even the focus of our
annual giving mailing, The Way of Love is becoming increasingly foundational to the Body of Christ in this
place. I encourage you consider how intentional acts of turning, learning, praying, worshiping, blessing,
going, and resting, can enrich your life, and the lives of others, in this new year.
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As you may know, St. Paul’s has raised up numerous candidates for ordination over the years, and 2018
was no exception. At the beginning of the year, Linda Douglas was one of them, accepted by the Bishop
as a postulant for the vocational diaconate and beginning her training. But, as the weeks passed and
Linda continued to discern God’s call, she came to the understanding that her vocation is not in holy
orders. Already deeply involved in several ministries within and beyond our parish, Linda decided that
her strength, and her calling, is in lay ministry.
Linda’s courageous decision struck me deeply because she offers such a powerful example to you, her
fellow lay ministers. God calls each of us individually, encouraging us to use the gifts we’ve received as
unique children of God. That call will sometimes lead to ordination, but most of the time it doesn’t. Most
of the time God is urging us to live our everyday lives as ministers to the world around us, growing in
commitment to Jesus as our role model and encourager. Thank you, Linda, for reminding us of this truth.
Speaking of growing in commitment to Jesus, another highlight of 2018 was the decision of our vestry
that St. Paul’s would be a pilot group taking part in RenewalWorks. Along with four other parishes in the
diocese, we launched a spiritual inventory survey in early September and formed a working group that is
chaired by Linda Douglas. You can read Linda’s report on page 13 of this Report, but I want to add here
how inspiring it has been for me to be a part of that group, to interact with groups from the other pilot
parishes, and to see God at work so dynamically through the entire process.
You will hear more about RenewalWorks at Annual Meeting, and you will experience the fruits of our
involvement as this year unfolds. Meanwhile, I rejoice in the knowledge that our parish is thirsty for
more: a fuller knowledge of scripture, a richer prayer life, a deeper awareness of the Holy Spirit at work
in our lives and our hearts.
One way in which the Holy Spirit works through us is in our care for one another. For many years St.
Paul’s parishioners have helped out one another in times of need – providing meals when illness, injury,
or some other life challenge has made it difficult for someone to cook for themselves. This has typically
been an informal arrangement between friends – but our new “Comfort Food” ministry ensures that we
can respond to anyone in need of healthy, home-cooked meals as they recover from surgery, or deal with
whatever challenge they may be experiencing. When I was facing my own health challenge at the end of
the year, my family and I were grateful recipients of Comfort Food!
And that brings me to another significant event of this past year.
Many, many members of our parish family have received cancer diagnoses over the years. Too many of
them are no longer with us, some are still bravely battling the disease, and others have joined the ranks
of cancer survivors. I am grateful beyond measure to be a cancer survivor myself, following my successful
surgery in November. As is so often the case, my illness was completely unexpected – a shock to us all.
What I will forever hold dear to my heart is your loving care for me during my recovery. As well as regular
deliveries of comfort food (including soups that were thoughtfully prepared when chewing was
impossible for me), cards arrived daily. I have a huge stack of them! And I was deeply aware of the
prayers that uplifted me throughout that challenging time. Best of all was being able to return to church
in time for Christmas, and the heartwarming welcome I experienced.
I thank God for all of you, and your contribution to my recovery. And I thank God for the new perspective
I have been given on the experience of cancer. Like so many of the paths we travel in life, it is a journey
into the unknown. More than ever, I understand how much we need God, and one another, as
companions on that journey.
We accompany one another on many different journeys as brothers and sisters in faith – some
sorrowful, some infused with joy.
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Here are some milestones of those journeys in 2018:
Dave Cawley and Pat McPhee were received by Bishop Rob into the Episcopal Church, at The Chapel of
the Holy Angels, Diocesan House. Dave on January 17 and Pat on February 7.
Noah Hill was baptized by Bishop Rob when he joined us for our Bicentennial Celebration on January 7;
Gweneth Roy and Josephine Boisot were baptized at the Great Vigil of Easter on March 31;
Madden Burns was baptized at our outdoor service in Rollins Park on June 10;
Lucy Courtright was baptized at her father’s service of ordination to the Priesthood on June 16;
Flynn Redmond and Chris Labrie were baptized at our All Saints service on November 4.
On August 5, Alan Topliff and Denice Scott were married in an intimate and joyous service in our chapel.
Sadly we lost several beloved friends during 2018. We celebrated their lives and placed them in God’s
hands at the following memorial services:
Mary Sullivan on March 21;
Gordon Webster on April 4;
Gail Szostak on August 22;
June Novo on October 27;
Bill Bonney on October 29;
Ema Carney on December 17.
We also learned that a former parishioner, Gail Meade, died in Florida on January 8.
May they rejoice in the presence and radiance of their loving God.
As I mentioned earlier, we have several parishioners who are postulants for holy orders. Please keep
them in your prayers as they prepare for ordination:
Liz DeNauw is in her first year at Virginia Theological Seminary;
Liz Preysner is in her first year, and Greg Baker in his second, at Berkeley Divinity School.
Please pray too for the 60 new members we welcomed to St. Paul’s in 2018:
Joanne and John Ames
Jesse Bartlett, Amber Engelhardt,
Joseph Bochichio
Josephine Boisot
Roy Blanchard
Richard Breck
Patrice, Rodney, and Hudson Brown
John and Madden Burns
Tim Cline
Barbara Collins
Lucy Courtright
Pete and Charlotte Cross
Sean Dugan and Robert Robotiello
Robert Dulla
Hannah Dykstra
Ron Eisenhart
Peggie Elsnau
Kate, Shane, and Maddie Ess
Michael Feinstein
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Leda Gravenhorst
Jake Hawthorne
Amanda Henes
Veronica, Ryan, Mary, and Rose Hupper
Craig, Donna, and Logan Kamp
Jackie Koch
Chris Labrie and Melissa Philibert
Candice, Lindsay, Alison, and Melanie Martin
Diane and Robert Olimpio
Dennis Pope
Mike and Monique Pride
Benjamin, Ryanne, and Gwenyth Roy
Ed, Julie, and Marie Sisson
Elaine Verne
Tracey Vest, Isabella and Alexa Wang
Thank you for welcoming so warmly these new additions to our St. Paul’s family, and helping to make
this a true spiritual home for them and for us all.
God bless you in this new year and always.

Rev. Kate Atkinson, Rector
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