
  

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Easter Service ~ April 12, 2020 
 
The Prelude    I Know That My Redeemer Liveth by G.F. Handel            Peggo Hodes 
 

The Opening Hymn  Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                                 Hymnal 207 
 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 
unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

  

Opening Prayers 
  

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! (said three times) 

  



Almighty God,  
to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
  

The Prayer of the Day (The Collect)               
Almighty God,  
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death  
and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:  
Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection,  
may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
 Amen.                                                        
  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (31:1-6) 
At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people. 
 

 Thus says the Lord: 
  

The people who survived the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; 
  

when Israel sought for rest, 
the Lord appeared to him from far away. 
  

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
  

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 
O virgin Israel! 
  

Again you shall take your tambourines, 
and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
  

Again you shall plant vineyards 
on the mountains of Samaria; 
  

the planters shall plant, 
and shall enjoy the fruit. 
  

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 
in the hill country of Ephraim: 
  

“Come, let us go up to Zion, 
to the Lord our God.” 
  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
 Thanks be to God. 

  



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
  his mercy endures for ever. 
 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
  “His mercy endures for ever.” 
 
 
 

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
  and he has become my salvation. 
 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
  in the tents of the righteous: 
 

16 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
  the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!” 
 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
  and declare the works of the LORD. 
 

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
  but he did not hand me over to death. 
 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
  I will enter them; 
  I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
 

20 “This is the gate of the LORD; * 
  he who is righteous may enter.” 
 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
  and have become my salvation. 
 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23 This is the LORD’S doing, * 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
  we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  (10:34-43)      
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God s 
hows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  



He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
 Thanks be to God.    
  

Gradual Hymn You Raise Me Up by Lovland & Graham                                              Peggo Hodes 
  

The Gospel               
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (16:1-8).                            
 Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, 
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they 
entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; 
and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
  

The Sermon                                                          The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
  

The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

The Prayers of the People for Easter  
We pray to our risen Lord Jesus who is present with us to eternity, saying,  
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us. 
 Jesus, Light of the World, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations.  
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us. 
  

Jesus, Bread of Life, give food to the hungry and nourish us all with your word.  
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us. 

  

Jesus, our Way, our Truth, our Life, be with us as we journey on your way;  
deepen our appreciation of your truth; and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us. 

  

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,  
recover the stragglers, bind up the injured,  
strengthen those who are sick and lead all your children to play.   
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us. 

  

Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life, we give thanks for all those whom we have loved  
and who are now with you. Raise us with them to eternal life.  
Jesus, Lord of life: 
 in your mercy, hear us; accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

  



The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
  

The Doxology              
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!    
Praise God all creatures here below;  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 Prayer for Spiritual Communion (adapted from St. Augustine’s Prayerbook)  
O Most blessed Savior, together with the faithful of every altar of your Church  
where your blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father,  
we desire to offer you our praises and thanksgivings.  
We present to you ourselves, our souls and bodies,  
with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you.  
And since we cannot now receive you in the sacraments,  
we pray that you come spiritually into our hearts,  
and we unite ourselves to you and embrace you, O Jesus, with all the love of our souls.  
COME, Lord Jesus, and dwell in our hearts.  

Amen. 
  

The Closing Hymn      The Strife is O’er, the Battle Won                    Hymn 208, vs. 1,2,4,5 
 

Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
the victory of life is won; 
the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! 
Refrain 
 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! 
Refrain 
 

He closed the yawning gates of hell; 
the bars from heaven's high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 
Alleluia! 
Refrain 
 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, 
from death's dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live and sing to thee. 
Alleluia! 
Refrain 



The Easter Blessing  
  

The Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
  

Postlude    Christ the Lord is Risen Today Traditional             Heather Maconaghy 
  

  



We are all (including you!) called to be ministers to one another  
and to those around us 

by participating in God’s work in the world. 
  
  

Ministers participating in this service  
  

Clergy     The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
     The Rev. Steve Ekerberg 
      
  

Director of Music Ministries  Heather Maconaghy 
  
  

Musicians    Peggo Hodes, Larry Maconaghy 
  
Lectors     Tanisha Ekerberg, Mike LaFond, Ginnie Schartner 
  
Intercessor    Mary Farrell 
  
  

The Clergy, Staff, and Vestry of St. Paul’s 
wish you and your loved ones a blessed Easter season.  

  
  
   
  
  

Would you like to make an Easter gift to St. Paul’s via your credit card? 
St. Paul’s has partnered with Tithe.ly, a reputable mobile platform designed to help 
churches meet their fundraising goals. Donating via Tithe.ly is as simple as sending a text 
from your smartphone: 
  
   1) Text the word “give” to (603)786-7126 

   2) You will receive a text back from Tithe.ly immediately with a link. 

   3) Click on the link and make your donation via the credit card of your choice. 
  

  

Note: You don’t even need to enter your 16 digit credit card number – your phone’s camera 
can scan the card and read the numbers for you.  
  
   
  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
21 Centre Street, Concord, NH 03301 

(603) 224 - 2523, office@stpaulsconcord.org , www.stpaulsconcord.org  
  

A place to belong  ~  Whoever you are  ~  Just as you are 


