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Evening Prayer of the Mexican Episcopal Church (1895) 
 
 

 “The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.”                    Hab. ii : 20. 
 

 “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”    
St. Matt. xviii: 20. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Light and Peace be unto us.  
Amen. 

 

God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all; 
 And the Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.               1 St. John i : 5, 7 
 

Out of the deep have I called unto Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice. 
 O let Thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint. 
 

If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it? 
     For there is mercy with Thee, therefore shalt Thou be feared. 
 

I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for Him in His word is my trust. 
 My soul fleeth unto the Lord before the morning watch;  

I say, before the morning watch. 
 

O Israel, trust in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, 
and with Him is plenteous redemption. 
     And He shall redeem Israel from all his sins. 
 

Glory and honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  
world without end. Amen. 

 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, incline Thine ear unto our calling;  
We acknowledge our faults, we would not hide from Thee our sins;  
Against Thee, only, have we sinned, and confessing we entreat Thy favor;  
we have erred from Thy commandments, and have not kept Thy law;  
Turn Thee, O Lord, and deliver Thy servants, pardon our sins,  
and, of Thy great goodness, have compassion upon us;  
through His merits who shed His Precious Blood to redeem us,  
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, As it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

O Lord, open Thou our lips, 
 And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
 



Glory and honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  
world without end. Amen. 

 

From the rising up of the sun, unto the going down of the same, 
 The Lord's Name be praised. 
 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord, from this time forth, for evermore. 
 The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
Psalm 119:105-112 
 

105  Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 

 

106  I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

 

107  I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

 

108  Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

 

109  My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

 

110  The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

 

111  Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

 

112  I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 

 

Glory and honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  
world without end. Amen. 

 

The Blessing of God Almighty, Who spake in time past unto the fathers by the Prophets,  
be upon you that hear His Holy Word. 

And upon you that read it. 
 

A reading from the book of Genesis (25:19-34): 
 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and 
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The 
children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” 
So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 
 

 “Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” 



When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out 
red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came 
out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old 
when she bore them. 
 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 
 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was 
called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of 
what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold 
his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, 
and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Here endeth the First Lesson. 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

    For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
    For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
    For He that is mighty hath magnified me  
    And holy is His Name. 
    And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all generations. 
    He hath shewed strength with His arm  

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
    He hath put down the mighty from their seat  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
    He hath filled the hungry with good things  

and the rich He hath sent empty away. 
    He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel  

as He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. 
 

The Blessing of God Almighty, Who hath, in these last days, spoken unto us by His Son,  
be upon you that hear His Holy Word. 

And upon you that read it. 
 

A reading from the gospel of Matthew (13:1-9, 18-23): 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 



“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and 
it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word. 
    For mine eyes have seen thy salvation . 
    Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people. 
    To be a light to lighten the Gentiles  

and to be the glory of Thy people, Israel. 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

Born of the Virgin Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  

He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He shall come, at the end of the world,  
to judge the quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholic Church;  
The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body;  
And the Life everlasting after death. Amen. 

 

The Lord be ever with you. 
 And with thy Spirit. 
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

O God, from Whom all good things do come;  
Strengthen Thy people, we pray thee, against all adversities, and fill them with Thy peace,  
so that with a quiet mind they may give glory to Thee in Thy Holy Temple,  
and, forgetting all earthly ills, may ever render Thee honor and praise;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 



O Lord, Who hast preserved us during the labors of the day;  
Guard us, we pray Thee, through the dangers of the night,  
let thine Holy Spirit watch over us, and be now, and evermore, our defence;  
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Sermon Conversation 
Although our gospel passage is commonly known as the Parable of the Sower,  

it could more correctly be called “The Parable of the Four Soils.” 
 

Can you think of times when you have been like a hard-packed dirt path? Rocky ground? 
Infested with weeds? How about a time when you were like good, rich, nutritious soil?  

In each of these conditions, what was the effect on your spiritual life? 
 

Open Prayer 
 

May the Lord hear us and bless us;  
may He save us from our spiritual enemy,  
and from all that is evil, and keep us under the shadow of His wings,  
this night and for evermore;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  
may we have quiet sleep this night,  
and rest in peace. 
 Thanks be to God 


