
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Concord NH 
A Sacred Meal for a Dispersed Community 

Christmas Eve ~ 24 December 2020 
 

Acknowledging that we are not in the same physical space in the same way that Jesus gathered in the 
Upper Room with his disciples on the night before he suffered, we come together nonetheless via online 
technology.  We do so out of the spiritual yearning for closeness expressed by our Savior who said, “I 
have eagerly desired to share this Passover with you before I suffer.” (Luke 22:15) 
 

Participants are invited to have ceremonial food – bread and wine, juice, or water – prepared on a table.  
 

The Prelude   Concerto Grosso by G.F. Handel                                                             Heather Maconaghy 
     

Welcome and Opening Response                                                                                           The Rev Peggy Schnack 
 

We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ ino the world. 
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 
 and we beheld his glory. 
 

The Opening Hymn  O Come All Ye Faithful                            Hymn 83 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3×) Christ the Lord. 
 



 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God, glory in the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3×) Christ the Lord. 
 

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born that happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, (3×) Christ the Lord. 

 

The Confession of Sin 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God's creation. 
Gracious God, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, forgive us and help us.  

 

The Absolution 
 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,  
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Gloria                   from the St. James Christmas Service  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:  
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth,  
may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns,  
one God, in glory everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (52:7-10)                                                                                   Tamar Roberts 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

Anthem   Gloria by A. Vivaldi 

 

Psalm 98                                                                                                                                                                    Jerry Tepe 
 

1  Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

 

2  With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

 

3  The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 

4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 

5  Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

6  Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

 

7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

 

8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 

9  Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

10  In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

 

A Reading from the letter to the Hebrews (1:1-12)                                                                              Bob Samson 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you"? 
 

Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 
 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." 
 

Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire." 
 

But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 
 

And, "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing;  
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will never end." 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

The Gradual Anthem  I Know That My Redeemer Liveth by G.F. Handel 

     

The Gospel                   Brother Charles Edward OLW 
 

The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-14) 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                                                                                                                      The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
 

Anthem   Nulla in mundo pax sincera by A. Vivaldi 
 

The Prayers of the People (from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Port Townsend, WA)                           Led by Mary Waples 
  

The Prayers of the People can be found in your order of service. 
  

In joy and thanksgiving at Christ's birth, let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

We pray for all faithful people, 
For all welcome messengers of good news,  
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

For the nations and their rulers, for the corporations and their executives, 
For anyone with power over the lives of others, 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

For those who defend the helpless, for those who strive for justice, 
For those who work to find a way to peace, for all the world, and all who live in it, 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

For anyone suffering, sick, alone, afraid, or in any kind of trouble.  
We pray especially for all of the names and situations that have been entered into the chat, 
And I invite you to add any additional prayer needs  
or to name those you want to remember tonight, silently or aloud. 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  



 

For our own community, for friends, neighbors, and family, near and far.  
Please add to the prayers in the chat or  
name those you want to remember tonight, silently or aloud. 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

For those who have died. Please add to the prayers in the chat or  
name those you want to remember tonight, silently or aloud. 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

We offer thanksgiving for Mary's firstborn Son – good news of great joy. 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song, 
            On earth peace, good will among people.              
  

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.  
Before the eyes of all the nations you sent your Son,  
the exact imprint of love itself, to be our salvation.  
With the shepherds in the fields, let us go now to Bethlehem, 
there to find Christ in our hearts, and in the world. 

Amen. 
 

The Agape Meal                                                                                                                               The Rev. Cheryl Moore 
 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  

Luke 22:14-20 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  
You bring forth bread from the earth;  
you have fed us with the bread of life in the Body of your Son.  
Feed us now with your presence among us and your presence in your Word.  
As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf,  
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son.  
To you be glory and power for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  
You create the fruit of the vine;  
and you refresh us with the cup of salvation 
in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen.  
May the time come quickly when we can share that cup again,  
even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

The Closing Prayer  
 

Generous God, we have shared together this sacred meal. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit that when Christ comes again,  
we may shine like lights before his face;  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



 

Carol    Silent Night                                                                                Hymn 111 
 

Silent night, holy night,  
all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin, mother and child,  
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night,  
shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night,  
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

The Blessing  
 

The Closing Hymn  Joy to the World (with Hallelujah Chorus)           Hymn 100 
 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King: 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let us our songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;  

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love 

And wonders, wonders of his love 
    

The Dismissal 

    

The Organ Postlude Toccata in Seven by J. Rutter                   Heather Maconaghy 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS SERVICE 

 

 
Clergy                                                                                                                                                                The Rev. Kate Atkinson 

The Rev. Peggy Schnack 
The Rev. Cheryl Moore       

    Brother Charles Edward OLW  
  

Director of Music Ministries                                                                                                           Heather Maconaghy  
 

Musicians                                                                                           Larry Maconaghy and The Myrtle Street Studios 
Peggo Horstman Hodes - Soprano Soloist 

 

Members of Artful Noise String Quartet: Lynn McMahon - Violin 
Margaret Hopkins - Violin 

Sally Wituszynski - Viola 
Gary Hodges – Cello 

 

The Festival Quarantine Quire: 
Bob Samson 

Catherine Denoncourt 
Chet & Jane-Ann Fuller 

Chris Kane 
Edie Perkins 

Fran Clapp 
Gail Schilling 

Holly Tepe 
Joanne Martin 

Kathy Gray 
Laura Braley 

Linda Douglas 
Michael Atkinson 

Paul Parnass 
Peggo Horstman Hodes 

 
Lectors                 Tamar Roberts, Jerry Tepe, and Bob Samson 

 

Intercessor                                                                Mary Waples  
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS INSTRUMENTALISTS ARE PROVIDED IN GRATEFUL THANKSGIVING 
 

In honor of all the frontline workers, first responders, essential workers; 
and in memory of our loved ones and victims of the pandemic 

by The Reverends Daniel and Nancy Strong 
 

In honor of Chet and Jane-Ann Fuller and in memory of Douglas Jackson 
by Bekky and Tom Clair  

 

In memory of The Rt. Rev. Douglas Theuner 
by his Family 

 

In memory of Jack and Yvonne Waples; Adam and Muffet Peters  
by the Waples Family 



 
 

In memory of Sheila Jones  
by Palmer P. Jones 

 

In memory of Eleanor, Robert and Robin Knee; Ruth and Elizabeth Adams 
by Bruce Knee 

 

In memory of Norman and Jeannette Fortier; George and Peggy Beale  
by Sue Fortier and Mary Beale 

 

In memory of The Rev. Dr. Darrell Huddleston 
by Bunny Huddleston 

 

In memory of Thomas McLeod 
by his Family 

 

In memory of Arthur Collins   
by Barbara Collins 

 

In thanksgiving  
by Joanne Gutt 

 
Would you like to make a gift to St. Paul’s via your credit card? 

 

St. Paul’s has partnered with Tithe.ly, a reputable mobile platform designed to help churches meet their 
fundraising goals. Donating via Tithe.ly is as simple as sending a text from your smartphone:      
 

1) Text the word “give” to (603)786-7126     

 

 

2) You will receive a text back from Tithe.ly immediately with a link.     

 

 

3) Click on the link and make your donation via the credit card of your choice.  
   

Note: You don’t even need to enter your 16 digit credit card number  
– your phone’s camera can scan the card and read the numbers for you. 

  
 

The Vestry, Staff, and Clergy of St. Paul’s Church 
wish you a blessed Christmas and a happy, healthy, New Year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 21 Centre Street, Concord, NH 03301 (603) 224-2523, 
office@stpaulsconcord.org, www.stpaulsconcord.org 

 

A place to belong  ~  Whoever you are  ~  Just as you are 


