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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Concord NH 

A Sacred Meal for a Dispersed Community 

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 17, 2021 

 
 

Acknowledging that we are not in the same physical space in the same way that Jesus 

gathered in the Upper Room with his disciples on the night before he suffered, we come 

together nonetheless via online technology.  We do so out of the spiritual yearning for 

closeness expressed by our Savior who said, “I have eagerly desired to share this Passover 

with you before I suffer.” (Luke 22:15) 
 

Participants are invited to have ceremonial food – bread and wine, grape juice, or water – 

prepared and laid out on a table.  
  

 St. Paul’s “This Is Our Story” worship service celebrates our individual spiritual journeys.  
This special service takes place in months with five Sundays (four times a year.) 

 
The Prelude   Minuet in B Minor by J.S. Bach                                  Catharine Dornin 
 

Opening Hymn  Here I Am, Lord by D.L. Schutte                                                                    

 

The Confession of Sin 
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God's creation. 



Gracious God, we are sorry for the times  
when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, forgive us and help us. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,  

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Gloria Glory to God in the highest,                                   Hymn S280 
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 

you take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayers. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 

 

The Collect     
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:  
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments,  
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory,  
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,  
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  
  

A reading from the First Book of Samuel (3:1-10)                                                                          Tamar Roberts              
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. 
 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where 
the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word 
of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up 
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 



Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for 
your servant is listening.”  
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17                                                                                                                                           Deb Baker 

1  LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 

2  You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 

3  Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

 

4  You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

 

5  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 

12  For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

 

13  I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

 

14  My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 

15  Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

 

16  How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

 

17  If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 

The Gospel                                                                                                                           Brother Charles Edward OLW 
  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (1:43-51) 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

The Story                                                                  The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
  



The Story Response Blessed Assurance refrain                                                            Myrtle Street Singers 
 

The Affirmation of Faith                                                                 From Ephesians 3 
 

 We believe in God the Father,  
 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

 We believe in God the Son,  
 who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love. 
 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who strengthens us with power from on high. 
  

 We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.    
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together: 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV                                                                                Led by Casper Kranenburg 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,  
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;  
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

As we pray through our Parish List, we lift the following people to you, giving thanks for each of them and 
asking for your blessing on their lives: 
 

Charle Crompton; Rachel & Kevin Crompton; Bruce Cronhardt;  
Pete & Charlotte Cross; Heidi, Tom, Amelia, Zoe & Violet Crumrine; Paul Dallaire; Alice Daugherty;  

Alicia & Gabrian David; Isaac, Jacquelyn & Noah Davis; John & Dee Ann Decker 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, 
and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
 



Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially today … 
Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially today Stewart Richmond, 
and Robert and Marie Tepe, in whose memory altar flowers were given. 
Please add the names of those whose loss you are grieving today… 
May your will for them may be fulfilled;  
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart,  
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble,  
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

The Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you.     

 

The Announcements  
 

The Agape Meal 
  

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.    
In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.   
Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your praise.  
  

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.   
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  
With signs of faith and words of hope he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.  
This is his story.   
 This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.   
 

The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.  
On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends  
to celebrate the freedom of your people.  
This is his story.   
 This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.  
  

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  

Luke 22:14-20 



Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  
You bring forth bread from the earth; 
you have fed us with the bread of life in the Body of your Son.  
Feed us now with your presence among us and your presence in your Word.  
As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf,  
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son.  
To you be glory and power for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  
You create the fruit of the vine; and you refresh us with the cup of salvation 
in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen.  
May the time come quickly when we can share that cup again,  
even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

This is our story.   
 This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. Amen.    
 
 

The Closing Prayer  
 

Generous God, we have shared together this sacred meal. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit  
that when Christ comes again, we may shine like lights before his face;  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

The Closing Hymn  How Great Thou Art by S.K. Hine 
 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to thee; 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee; 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 

The Dismissal 
 

The Postlude  You Raise Me Up by R. Løvland & B. Graham                                             Catharine Dornin 

 

             

  



We are all (including you!) called to be ministers to one another 

and to those around us by participating in God’s work in the world. 
 

Ministers participating in this service 
 

Clergy                                                                                                                                                  The Rev. Kate Atkinson       

The Rev. Peggy Schnack   

Brother Charles Edward OLW  
 

Director of Music Ministries                                                                                                           Heather Maconaghy  
 

Musicians                                                                                                          Catharine Dornin and Larry Maconaghy  
 

Lectors                                                                                                                                  Tamar Roberts and Deb Baker 
 

Intecessor                                                   Casper Kranenburg 

               

            

 

 

The flowers were given today to the glory of God, 

and in loving memory of Robert E. and Marie M. Tepe 

by Jerry, Holly, Nick, and Doug Tepe 

   

 

 

Would you like to make a gift to St. Paul’s via your credit card? St. Paul’s has partnered with Tithe.ly, a 

reputable mobile platform designed to help churches meet their fundraising goals. Donating via Tithe.ly 

is as simple as sending a text from your smartphone:  

 

1) Text the word “give” to (603)786-7126     
 

2) You will receive a text back from Tithe.ly immediately with a link.     
 

3) Click on the link and make your donation via the credit card of your choice.  

   

Note: You don’t even need to enter your 16 digit credit card number 

– your phone’s camera can scan the card and read the numbers for you. 

 

  

  

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 21 Centre Street, Concord, NH 03301 (603) 224-2523, 

office@stpaulsconcord.org, www.stpaulsconcord.org 

 

A place to belong  ~  Whoever you are  ~  Just as you are 


