
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Concord NH 

Ageless Worship with 

A Sacred Meal for a Dispersed Community 

The Third Sunday of Lent ~ 7 March 2021 
 

 
Acknowledging that we are not in the same physical space in the same way that Jesus gathered in the 
Upper Room with his disciples on the night before he suffered, we come together nonetheless via online 
technology.  We do so out of the spiritual yearning for closeness expressed by our Savior who said, “I 
have eagerly desired to share this Passover with you before I suffer.” (Luke 22:15) 
 

Participants are invited to have ceremonial food – bread and wine, grape juice, or water – prepared and laid out 

on a table.  
 

The Prelude   Sonata in G Major - Allegro by W.A. Mozart                                          Catharine Dornin 
 

Opening Hymn  Praise to the Living God                                                                                    Hymn 372 
 

Praise to the living God! All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same. 
The one eternal God ere aught that now appears: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought his timeless years! 
 



 

Formless, all lovely forms declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all. Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, his will obeys. 

     

The Confession of Sin 
 

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call.  
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early.  
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgment;  
bind up our wounds and revive us;  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,  
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves:  
Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls,  
that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body,  
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Gradual Anthem  There is Balm in Gilead Traditional                      The Myrtle Street Men’s Ensemble 
 

The Gospel ~ from God’s Word, My Voice by Lyn Zill Briggs                                                              Brother Charles Edward OLW 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to John (2:13-22). 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus was in Jerusalem at Passover time and he went to the temple. There he found people selling cows 
and sheep and doves for the temple sacrifice, and money exchangers. It made him angry. He took a whip 
and chased everyone out of the temple with it, even the sheep and cows and doves. Then he went around 
and flipped over the tables that people were sitting at to exchange money. He shouted, “Why are you in 
my Father’s house pretending it’s a place to make money instead of seeing it as God’s special place?” 
 

 “What do you think you’re doing? Are you crazy?” said the Jews who saw all this. 
 

Jesus said, “If you destroy this temple, I will put it back together in three days.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily                                                                                                                                                    Paco and Robert 
 



 

The Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                       From Ephesians 3  

 

We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  

 

We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love.  

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
who strengthens us with power from on high.  

 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People ~ adapted from prayers by Rev. Richard J. Fairchild                             
 

O God, you love us and you call us from before the moment of our first breath, 
and you love us when we first see the light of day. 
As parents love their children before they even see them, 
and then embrace them gently from the moment of their birth, 
so you love us—and we thank you. 
Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

You love us, O God from the time of our naming 
you love us in our growing and hold us as we take our first steps. 
You love us and walk beside us as we explore the world with eager hands and eyes. 
As parents love their children as they see them grow and develop 
so you love us—and we thank you. 
Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

You love us, O God, as we mature and seek our way, 
you love as we become aware of the world around us, 
you love us as we smile and play, 
you even love us when we say no and when we begin to stray. 
As parents loves their children as they see them become proud and tall, 
so you love us even when we sin and fall. 
Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

We thank you God for loving us when we are unloving 
for caring for us when we are uncaring, and for calling to us when we go far away. 
Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

Lord hear our prayers of love this day for those around us, 
for those we have held before you in our time of sharing, 
and for those we have thought of in our moments of caring: 
 

We pray especially for those who have been in the hospital, front line workers,  
and those who are suffering in any way, including… 
Please add the names of anyone you are carrying on your heart today… 
 

We pray for those who have died, including … 
Please add the names of anyone whose loss you are grieving today… 
 

Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 



 

As we pray through our parish list, we lift the following people to you,  
giving thanks for each of them and asking for your blessing on their lives: 
 

Tom & Kathy Gray; Rick Greenwood & Denyse Totten; Kathryn Gregg; Donald & Jessica Griffin;  
Jack & Joan Griffin; Susanne Griffin Lemire & Bryan, Nathan & Alexander Lemire; 

Frank & Adaline Guinard; Joanne Gutt; Jean & Tom Haley; Penny Halverson 
 

Help us, dear God, to love one another as you love us. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

 

We ask all these things in the name of Christ Jesus, 
who is our Lord, our friend, and our brother.   

Amen 
 

Collect for Hope and Renewal 
 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence  
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
A people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,  
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,  
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  
 

A Special Version of The Lord’s Prayer ~ from The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones  
 

Hello Daddy!  
We want to know you.  
And be close to you.  
Please show us how.  
Make everything in the world right again.  
And in our hearts too.  
Do what is best – just like you do in heaven.  
And please do it down here too.  
Please give us everything we need today.  
Forgive us for doing wrong, for hurting you.  
Forgive us just as we forgive other people when they hurt us.  
Rescue us! We need you.  
We don’t want to keep running away and hiding from you.  
You’re strong, God. You can do whatever you want.  
You are in charge. Now and forever and for always!  
We think you’re great!  
Amen!  
Yes we do! 
 

(Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.) 

 



 

The Announcements and March Birthdays  
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase;  
bless and guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand;  
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful;  
raise them up if they fall;  
and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding  
abide all the days of their lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

The Agape Meal 
 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  

Luke 22:14-20 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe. 
You bring forth bread from the earth;  
you have fed us with the bread of life in the Body of your Son.  
Feed us now with your presence among us and your presence in your Word.  
As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf,  
so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son.  
To you be glory and power for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  
You create the fruit of the vine; 
and you refresh us with the cup of salvation 
in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen.  
May the time come quickly when we can share that cup again,  
even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

The Closing Prayer  
 

Generous God, we have shared together this sacred meal. 
Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit  
that when Christ comes again, we may shine like lights before his face;  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Prayer over the People for Lent 
 

Almighty God, in whom we live and move and have our being, you have made us for yourself  
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you:  
grant us purity of heart and strength of purpose,  
that no selfish passion may hinder us from knowing your will, no weakness from doing it;  
but that in your light we may see light, and in your service find our perfect freedom;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 



 

The Closing Hymn  Take my life and let it be                                                                            Hymn 707 
     

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King; 
Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 

The Dismissal    

 

The Postlude  Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah Traditional                                            Heather Maconaghy  
          

 
We are all (including you!) called to be ministers to one another 

and to those around us by participating in God’s work in the world. 
 

Ministers participating in this service 
 

Clergy                                                                                                                                                                The Rev. Kate Atkinson 
The Rev. Peggy Schnack 

    Brother Charles Edward OLW  
    

Homilists                                Paco and Robert 
    

Director of Music Ministries                                                                                                           Heather Maconaghy  
    

Musicians                                                                                                           Catharine Dornin and Larry Maconaghy  
    

Intecessors                                               Leo and Anna Alberto 
        
 
Would you like to make a gift to St. Paul’s via your credit card? St. Paul’s has partnered with Tithe.ly, a 
reputable mobile platform designed to help churches meet their fundraising goals. Donating via Tithe.ly 
is as simple as sending a text from your smartphone:      
 

1) Text the word “give” to (603)786-7126     

 

2) You will receive a text back from Tithe.ly immediately with a link.     

 

3) Click on the link and make your donation via the credit card of your choice.  
   

Note: You don’t even need to enter your 16 digit credit card number  
– your phone’s camera can scan the card and read the numbers for you.   

 
 

    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 21 Centre Street, Concord, NH 03301 (603) 224-2523, 
office@stpaulsconcord.org, www.stpaulsconcord.org 

 

A place to belong  ~  Whoever you are  ~  Just as you are 


