
 

  

St. Paul’s, Concord 

Maundy Thursday  Service 
A Sacred Meal for a Dispersed Community 

by live Zoom 
 

 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 

even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. (John 13:34) 
  

 

 

April 1, 2021 ~ 6:00 PM 

 



Maundy Thursday 
  

The History  
Maundy Thursday begins the three-day celebration of the Paschal mystery or the Passover of Jesus from death 
to life. There are several emphases in our worship on this day:  
  
The New Commandment of Love – symbolized by foot-washing, the willingness to serve the needs of others 

(the word Maundy may derive from the Latin word mandatum, the first word of the Latin phrase “Mandatum 

novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos” (“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you”), the words used by Jesus  in John 13:34 to explain to the apostles the significance 

of his washing their feet);  
  
A New Covenant – the institution of the Eucharist, the action of remembering and continuing fellowship with 
Jesus;  
  
The beginning of the celebration of Christ’s victory over death with the draping of the cross and stripping of 
the altar.  
  

At the Last Supper, on the eve or day of the Passover, Jesus used the familiar symbols and meanings of the 
Jewish table meal to offer a new covenant and connect the meal with his death, and remembrance, and 
fellowship in love.  
  

The Holy Eucharist is a Christian sacrament instituted by Jesus following a specific Passover observance. It too 
is a ritual community celebration of freedom, and is the means of God’s saving action through Jesus Christ. 
United to Christ in baptism, and fed by Christ in the elements of the Lord’s Supper, Christians continually 
receive new life in Christ’s presence. We are transformed in love and empowered by the Spirit to go forth 
offering the love and food of Christ to others as Christ mandated.  

  

Maundy Thursday in 2021 
Foot-washing is a powerful expression of our love for one another—but there are many other ways in which we 

can respond to Jesus’ commandment. When we come to the part of the service when we would normally be 

washing one-another’s feet, you will see and hear some familiar people saying prayers of blessing to many of 

the people we share our lives with. We come from a rich tradition of blessing, but often the assumption is made 

that only priests have the authority to bless. This is not how our Christian faith works: every one of us has the 

capacity to bless — through both words and actions. The only requirement is that we bestow that blessing out of 

genuine love for those who receive it. May God bless you as you bless others, and as you receive the blessings 

of your siblings in faith. 
  

The Holy Eucharist is a sacrament that is not available to us during this time of physical separation from our 

faith community. When the Coronavirus pandemic is over, we will return with great joy to our parish home, and 

celebrate together God’s gift of communion through the sharing of bread and wine. In the meantime, we can 

share a different kind of meal together: an agapé meal — or love feast – rejoicing in the community we can 

enjoy because of the wonders of technology, as we relish the nourishing food that is a daily blessing from our 

God of infinite love. 
  

I will symbolically strip the altar by removing the cross and candles I have been using to create an altar-like 

space in my home. 
  

 

 



The Service of the Word 
  

The Prelude    Ave Verum by W.A. Mozart                                                                The Quarantine Quire 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

The Confession 

 Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in.   

 Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared;  

 we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  

 But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, and share your bread with sinners. 

 So cleanse and renew us, as we share this agapé meal,   

 that we, with the whole company of Christ,  

 may look forward to that day when we will sit and eat in your kingdom.  

Amen. 
  

The Absolution 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,  

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: 

Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy 

mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14                                                                                  Mary Farrell 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of 

months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of 

this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a 

whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. 
  

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 

shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 

will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your 

generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
  

The Psalm 116:1, 10-17                                                                                                                           Deb Baker 

1  I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
  

10  How shall I repay the LORD * 

 for all the good things he has done for me? 
  

11   I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

 and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
  

12  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

 in the presence of all his people. 
  



13  Precious in the sight of the LORD * 

 is the death of his servants. 
  

14   O LORD, I am your servant; * 

 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
  

15   I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

 and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
  

16  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

 in the presence of all his people, 
  

17   In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 

 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
  

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:23-26                                                                                                  Linda Douglas 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is 

for[a] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
  

The Gospel  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to 

the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it 

into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father 

had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the 

table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, 

who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 

doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 

“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but 

is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 

he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you 

know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 

do them. 
  

Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 
  

The Significance of Foot Washing 

Fellow Servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death, Jesus set an example for his disciples 

by washing their feet, an act of humble service. He taught that strength and growth and glory in the kingdom of 

God come not by power, authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service, and he commanded them to 

follow his example by washing one another’s feet. 
  

Therefore I invite you who share in the royal priesthood of Christ to remember the new commandment that he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A23-26&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28609a


gave this night, “Love one another as I have loved you. By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: 

That you have love for one another.”  
 

Almighty Father, whose Son Jesus Christ taught us that what we do for the least of our brethren we do also for 

him: give us the will to be the servant of others as he was the servant of all, who gave up his life and died for us, 

yet is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

 Amen. 
  

The Blessings 

  

The Musical Blessing  How Beautiful                                                                             The Myrtle Street Choir 
  

The Prayers of the People                                                                                                     led by Tamar Roberts 

O God, on the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus washed his disciples’ feet.  

We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.  

 Lord, hear us and humble us.  
  

On that night, Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one.  

We pray for the unity of your Church.  

 Lord, hear us and unite us.  
  

On that night, Jesus prayed for those who were to believe through their message;  

We pray for the mission of your Church.  

 Lord, hear us and renew our zeal.  
  

On that night, Jesus commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection himself.  

We pray for those who are rejected and unloved.  

 Lord, hear us and fill us with your love.  
  

On that night, Jesus reminded his disciples that if the world hated them, it hated him first.  

We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.  

 Lord, hear us and give us your peace.  
  

Collect for Hope and Renewal  
 

God of all power and love,  

we give thanks for your unfailing presence   

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.  

Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.  

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:  

A people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,   

bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.  

Wherever and however we gather,  

unite us in common prayer  

and send us in common mission,   

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 



The Agapé Meal 
  

 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to 

eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 

kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell 

you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”                          
Luke 22:14-20 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  

You bring forth bread from the earth;  

you have fed us with the bread of life in the Body of your Son.  

Feed us now with your presence among us and your presence in your Word.  

As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf,  

so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son.  

To you be glory and power for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  

You create the fruit of the vine;  

and you refresh us with the cup of salvation  

in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen.  

May the time come quickly when we can share that cup again,  

even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you.  

Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

The Closing Prayer  

Generous God, we have shared together this sacred meal. 

Kindle us with the fire of your Spirit that when Christ comes again,  

we may shine like lights before his face;  

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
  

 The Journey to the Cross  
Jesus and the disciples went out to the Mount of Olives.  Jesus prayed to the Father,  

“If it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me.”  
  

He said to his disciples,  

“How is it that you were not able to keep watch with me for one hour?  

The hour has come for the Son of man to be handed over to the power of sinful men.  
  

Come, let us go.”  
  

The altar space is stripped. 
  

Dismissal  
Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace.  
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